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Kenyon tradition and
of servinS the

College
in numerous ways dur
ing the freshman and sophomore years of its
members.
At a dinner meeting in Peirce Hall in
January, Robert First, '55, president, reviewed
for the benefit of the thirty-three undergraduates
present and particularly for the four guests,
Dean Bailey, Bill Stiles, Tracy Scudder, and
myself, the projects which had already been
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selected by the organizing committee and asked
for other suggestions, of which there were
many.

'24
'29
'40
'31

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

In the discussions at this first meeting there
was not a destructive note. On the other hand,
both the undergraduates and the officials em
phasized the purpose of the club to take things

In the last three
months we have taken
a long step toward
confirming by means of
buildings the impres
sive progress of the
College during the
past many years. We
did not know that
so many individuals
would give so gener
ously toward the con
struction of the double
Gordon Keith
dormitory, Norton
Chalmers
Hall and the David
Lewis Memorial Building, which we shall
build during this winter, spring, and summer,
in order for the first time since the middle of
the war adequately to house all of our students.
The simple knowledge that the buildings are
in progress has given everyone on the Hill a
real lift.

(Continued on page 10)

Two additional construction jobs lie before

Our readers will be particularly interested
in two or three of these. The first item on
the agenda of the Chase Society reads this
way, "The Society would help in the contin
uation of class and school spirit which seems
to decline after pledging." The second, "The
members of the Society could help immeasur
ably in the promotion of good singing in the
Commons and at other College functions.
Kenyon is a singing school, but the singing
has deteriorated in recent years. The Chase
Society could be instrumental in reviving it."
And further down on the list, we find, "The
Society could provide cheerleaders for the
athletic functions of the College and could
sponsor and instigate sports rallies before
sports events."

A L U M N I
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us: a central library and a complete overhauling
and expansion of Bexley Hall. Architects'
plans and maps for the latter are now in the
works, and this issue of the Bulletin describes
the plan elsewhere. Like the construction of
the dormitories now in process, the Bexley
plan will provide housing for activities already
in full career. Radical expansion of Bexley
Hall is not proposed, but merely roofing and
keeping off the wind. Bexley was built for
twenty-four students; it has 75.
Many institutions of higher education are
like a new European art gallery which I once
visited in a provincial city. The entrance and
the hallways were grand indeed; there was
hardly a picture on the walls. Kenyon College
has followed an opposite proceeding, being
built from within. Over and over again it has
housed its brilliant and effective activities in
shacks, in temporary quarters, in dwelling
houses, and practically in tents. What we are
now doing is building efficient and modest but
permanent structures to house the lively and
spiritual reality of higher education in the arts
and sciences and theology so well known to
Kenyon men.
We have made a great many things wait,
counting them of second or third importance.
We have not built an athletic plant beyond our
needs. Far from it. Instead, we have put up
with improvised makeshifts without complaint;
but we have played good games. The re
sources of the Kenyon family have-not been
dissipated in luxurious fraternity houses or in
expensive public displays of any kind. On the
contrary, we have focussed our attention upon
instruction, scholarship, and science. So in
tensively have we done this we have purposely
neglected many physical things. Our houses
have never had all the paint, decorating and
maintenance they need. So far as I can gather,
we have needed a new organ in the Chapel
for fully thirty years. This commencement
we shall have one.
The remarkable financial fact about Kenyon
College is its performance in seminary and
liberal arts education. To find
comparisons
in other institutions, it is necessary to turn
to institutions with endowments and other
resources many times our own. We have been
able to accomplish these things first
of all
because we have an exceptional faculty, and
in the second place because we have an excep
tionally generous, attentive, and concerned
alumni body.
The two new dormitories are nearly paid
for; we expect to have them all paid for before
final construction bills are presented. We have
not and do not expect to make any general
appeal to Alumni for these buildings. Pro
vision of a dormitory for Bexley Hall, and the
radical reconstruction of Colburn and Bexley
Halls must await substantial gifts or bequests

x

GOODBYE!

GOODBYE!

By the time this issue of the Bulletin reaches our readers, three of the barracks in the
Harcourt area will exist only in this photograph. Demolition of them began early in
January, and construction of the twin dormitories, Norton Hall and the David Lewis
Memorial Building, has now begun. The buildings are being erected by the Steward
Construction Company of Marion, O., and it is expected that they will be ready for
occupancy by September 1. Total cost, including furnishings and landscaping, will be
$675,000, of which all but a comparatively few thousands is now in hand. New gifts
for this purpose in the last quarter of the calendar year amounted to approximately
$170,000. During that same period the Kenyon Fund received gifts amounting to
$15,000, and gifts for about the same amount were received for other purposes. This
brings the total gifts to the College for this period to approximately $200,000.

made independent of the recurring needs for
scholarships and instructional expense in the
seminary.
These recurring needs met so generously
by Bexley alumni in the Annual Bexley Cam
paign, and the recurring needs of the whole
institution met so generously by the general
alumni in the Kenyon Fund will, of course,
continue. They point to the number one
financial problem of Kenyon College. It refers
not to buildings but to men.

the seminary. When the new Bexley dormi
tory is built, and Norton Hall and the David
Lewis Memorial Building are occupied entirely
by undergraduates, the seminary occupancy of
the new Bexley dormitory will improve the
financing of the seminary.
But the effect of all this will be slight com
pared with the need. Our number one need is
money for instruction, because we must raise
faculty salaries. In the long run, not to do
this will mean to lose the quality and the ef
fectiveness of our truly impressive performance.

The number one financial
problem of the
College is the instructional salary scale. This
is better than it was some years ago in relation
to other institutions, but it is far from adequate.
The reason for this is the inflation, which af
fects all institutions in the competitive economy
far differently from the way in which it affects
colleges. We have raised tuition and board
rates as far as they should go. They are not
high enough to pay for what the College gives
the student in return. The difference, as al
ways, is made up by income from endowment
and by direct gift.

A new year has begun, and for the Alumni
Bulletin, founded in 1942, a decade closed with
the last number. The start of this eleventh
year of publication seemed to us an appropriate
time to make a few changes in the magazine.
We hope that you will approve the idea of a
cover picture, and that you will like, too, Old
Kenyon's new position on the masthead and
the fuller and greater coverage we're trying to
give to alumni.

The construction of the two dormitories will
have a favorable effect upon the budget in the
two parts of the institution whose students will
be housed in the dormitories: the college and

Won't you write and let us have your re
actions? Comments, suggestions—yes, and criti
cisms—will be welcomed. Its your magazine,
remember.

A Note to Our Readers
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18 9 7
THE HON. ROBERT W. CROSSER was
reelected in November to his nineteenth term
in the House of Representatives. In a long
article published on November 16, the New
York Times said, "Surviving another con
certed effort by daily newspapers, both major
political parties and various organizations to
oust him from Congress, Representative Crosser, the 78-year-old Democratic fixture in Ohio's
Twenty-first District, is preparing to return to
Washington. . . .
"Following his successful stand against
leaders of his own party who had sought to
purge him in the primary election, Representa
tive Crosser achieved his greatest political
victory this month.
In a final
desperate
maneuver to unseat him, strong Democratic
wards were shaved off his old district and
traditional G. O. P. territory was added in
last year's redisricting.
"Running for the first
time in this re
vamped district, the veteran legislator buried
his G. O. P. opponent . . . under an avalanche
of votes. . . .
"Author of the Railroad Retirement Act
and other railroad-worker welfare legislation,
Mr. Crosser has had his stanchest support from
the railroad brotherhoods and postal workers.
He has also been the recipient of C. I. O. and
A. F. L. endorsements for many years. . . .
"Today he stands as one of the nation's
political marvels—a man who cannot be beat
en."
19 0 2
THE HON. JAMES GARFIELD STEWART,
who was reelected to the Ohio Supreme
Court in November with a majority of more
than 1,000,000 votes, electrified a meeting of
the Republican state central and executive com
mittee December 9 when he handed the chair
man a campaign refund check for $1,501.52.
Judge Stewart said at this time, "The state
committee allowed me $3,000.00 for campaign
expenses. I conducted a thrifty campaign. I
would now like to return to the state chairman
the money I did not spend." As the Cleveland
Plain Dealer observed on December 9, "The
jolly, rotund Cincinnati jurist . . . was reelected
. . . with . . . probably the biggest plurality
in the history of the state."

1 908
JOHN G. STARR retired from Procter and
Gamble October 31 after forty-seven years with
the company. Since 1919 Mr. Starr, who
started as an office boy, has been manager of
the glycerine department.
19 12
C. F. KUMLER, and the company of which
he is president, Bullock and Jones of San
Francisco, were saluted in eight pages of the
San Francisco Chronicle on September 30. The
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occasion was the firm's centennial. Tributes
arrived from Gov. Earl Warren, Mayor Elmer
Robinson, and the San Francisco Chamber of
Commerce. The firm has long been known for its
fine imported fabrics and furnishings for men,
and birthday greetings also came from the
consular services in San Francisco which rep
resent Great Britian, Germany, France, Switz
erland, and Italy.
Mr. Kumler purchased
Bullock and Jones in 1938. He gained his
early experience in the Dayton, O., firm of
Rike-Kumler Company. Today, Bullock and
Jones is housed in a handsome building on
Post St. between the Plaza Hotel and the
Union Square Building—a far cry from its
modest beginning on the old Montgomery St.
waterfront.
19 19
JOHN L. SNOOK was elected chairman in
December of a new committee designed to
stimulate church activity in the Pike County,
O., atom plant area. The committee, which
includes some forty-five representatives of
twenty denominations, is under the sponsorship
of the Ohio Council of Churches. As of
December, some 800 families had already ar
rived in the area and were being visited by
church representatives.

1 9 2 2
DANA W. NISWENDER, director of pub
lic relations at Horace Mann School in New
York, has returned to this country after spend
ing a year in Athens on a Fulbright grant.
Mr. Niswender taught English to Greek
students in Athens College. In his spare time
he and Mrs. Niswender did a great deal of
sightseeing. Using Athens as a base, they took
trips to Eleusis, Corinth, Mycenae, Olympia,
Delphi, Thebes, Marathon, Crete, and Rhodes.
They made longer excursions to Switzerland,
Germany, Holland, Belgium, and France, spent
a week in Turkey, and several weeks in Italy
and Spain.

ative of the Rt. Rev. Henry Wise Hobson,
Bishop of Southern Ohio. Mr. Caples has
just been elected a director of the National
Manufacturers' Association.
19 34
FRANK M. MALLETT was the subject of
an editorial in the December 6 Columbus (O.)
Dispatch. Mr. Mallett, professor of aeronautical
engineering at The Ohio State University, is
teaching rocket theory to young men at the
University and also at Wright-Patterson Field.
Mr. Mallett, according to the Dispatch, "is
aided in his task by experience gained as a
guided missile researcher during the past de
cade." The paper added, "With astronomers
compiling detailed information about our solar
system, the rocket pilots in days to come won't
be 'flying blind' if the researchers can help it."
On December 2 Mr. Mallett delivered an ad
dress at the Battele Auditorium in Columbus,
which was sponsored by the Institute of Radio
Engineers. He discussed the potential careers
open to young men in a field which may some
day be crowded with commercial enterprises—
outer space.
DR. RICHARD B. STAMBAUGH, a special
ist in electronics employed by the Goodyear
Tire and Rubber Company, has been assigned
the post of superintendent of the Works Labor
atory of the Goodyear Atomic Corporation.
The Corporation will operate the Govern
ment's new atomic energy plant now under
construction near Waverly, O.

1 9 2 6
WILFRED EOREMAN was the fifth subject
in the
Meet the Lawyers" series in the
Zanesville (O.) Times-Signal. Mr. Foreman
is a member of the Muskingum County Bar
Association, of which he was president in 1947
He is now secretary of the Law Library Associ
ation, and is also active on the executive board
of the Muskingum County Red Cross chapter.
19 2 7
ROBERT N. D. ARNDT, executive vicepresident of John Falkner Arndt and Company,
Inc., was honored early in December on the
occasion of his twenty-fifth anniversary with
the Philadelphia advertising agency.
19 3 0
W. G. CAPI.ES was a delegate to the Mid
west Educators' Conference in Chicago, No
vember 21 and 22. He attended as a represent

W. G. Caples
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ALUMNI NOTES
(Continued from page 4)

OBITUARIES

19 3 7
KARL R. BRUNT has been appointed
lecturer in the department of speech at The
University of Pittsburgh.

1 938
LAWRENCE H. KEN YON is now at the
Field Branch of the Navy Department in
Cleveland. He reports, "I'm thoroughly en
joying my tour in Cleveland. In addition to
my interesting work, I've been giving lectures
illustrated with colored slides on Japan. In
the light of world events, people seem to have
a great curiosity about that country and I went
to a great deal of effort to take representative
slides in the two years that I was there." The
Kenyons' third son, Timothy Alan, was born
October 6.
Lt. Cmdr. Kenyon was the subject of a
"Billion-Dollar Story" in the Pictorial Maga
zine of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, November
9. The paper described him as "the big money
man of the navy. He is the fellow who fills
the coffers for the more than 1,000 navy dis
bursing officers scattered all over the world
"When Kenyon was installed as funding
officer some six months ago he was handed a
check for $2,366,852,433.19, made out to him
personally." Lt. Cmdr. Kenyon told the re
porter that his only sensation on this memorable
occasion was "'one of profound concern over
how I was to account for it.'"
FREDERICK W. DOEPKE was elected
vice-president of the Toy Manufacturers of the
United States of America on December 9. Mr.
Doepke is vice-president of the Charles William
Doepke Manufacturing Company, Inc.
1 9 41
FREDERICK BEALE BETTS and Betty Ann
Wiswall of Loudonville and Saratoga Springs,
N. Y., were married in the Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Albany on July 12. Mr.
Betts is with the Detroit branch of the Cadillac
Motor Car Division of General Motors. They
are at home at 5003 Ridgewood Ave., Detroit.
1 9 4 2
KENYON A. KNOPF and Madelyn Trebilcock of Cleveland Heights, O., have announced
their engagement. Mr. Knopf is now an as
sistant professor of economics at Grinnell Col
lege.
1 9 4 3
FREDERICK L. OTT and Elizabeth Anne
Needham of Milwaukee announced their en
gagement in November.
CLAIR B. OWEN, JR., was appointed
attorney of the Northern Trust Company in
Chicago in January.
(Continued on page 8 )
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CHARLES HARBAUGH BITZER, '22, died
of a heart attack on December 9 in Fort Lauder
dale, Fla., where he was vacationing. Mr.
Bitzer was chairman of the board of the Harris
Products Company in Cleveland, and president
of the Abel Rubber Company of Norwalk, O.
He was widely known in the investment
banking field.
His home was in Huron, O.
His wife, his daughter, and his mother survive
him. He was 54.
THE REV. JOHN McKELVEY BODIMER,
Bex. '35, died November 24 in the rectory of
Christ Episcopal Church, Holly Springs, Miss.
The Rev. Mr. Bodimer, who was 42, had served
churches in New Philadelphia, O., Waupen,
Wis., Charleston, W. Va., Winnemucca, Nev.,
and Parsons, Kan. Burial was at Ligonier,
Pa. He is survived by his father.
WILLIAM GREEN, Hon. '49, died Novem
ber 21 in Coshocton, O. He was 79. As Senator
Robert Taft said, "William Green was a great
labor leader. ... I often disagreed with him,
but I always kept the kindliest feeling towards
him. He and I were fellow graduates, in an
honorary way, of Kenyon College. His death
is a loss to the nation and to the labor move
ment."
GEORGE H. ECKERLE, '96, died December
26 in Xenia, O. He was 77. Mr. Eckerle
had operated a printing shop in Xenia for
over thirty-seven years. His wife, a son, and
a daughter survive him.
VANCE L. HORN, KM A, died at his home
in Gambier on December 28. Mr. Horn had
been in ill health for a number of years. His
wife and four daughters survive him.
THE REV. FRANK T. BARR, Bex. '26, died
suddenly on January 3 at his home on White
Bear Lake, Wis. He had been pastor of St.
John's in the Wilderness Episcopal Church at
the lake since 1944. Before going there he
had served as rector of the Church of the
Nativity in Cincinnati and of St. Luke's Church
in White Water, Wis. His wife and two sons
survive him. He was buried in Zanesville,
O., his hometown.
FREDERICK W. CARR, '09, died December
15 in Boston, Mass.
For the last thirteen
years Mr. Carr has been a labor writer for the
Christian Science Monitor.
He joined the
staff of the newspaper in 1914. Prior to that
time he was managing editor of the Gary (Ind.)
Daily Tribune and a reporter for the Cincin
nati Enquirer. In 1934 he was made chief of
the central news bureau of the Monitor in
Chicago.
THE REV. LUCIUS EDF.LBLUTE, 04,
died in Seattle, Wash., January 13. The Rev.
Mr. Edelblute was rector of the Church of the

Holy Apostles in New York from 1918 until
his retirement in 1950, and had also served
as president of the New York Churchmen's
Association.
He was the author of One
Hundred Years in Chelsea. Burial was in
Seattle.
FRANK O. HUMBERGER, KMA '02, '06,
died January 19 in Massillon, O. Mr. Humberger, who was 69, was president and treasurer
of the Massillon Steel Casting Company. He
had been with the company since 1919, and
assumed the positions he held at the time of
his death last July.
Word has been received of the deaths of
six other alumni, but as yet we have no further
information. They are SAMUEL BYERS
BOUDREAU, '28, of Wichita, Kan., AUGUS
TUS JAMES COMMINS, KMA '97, of Coco
nut Grove, Fla., EDGAR R. MOESER, '06, of
Glendale, O., A. EARL BOYCE, KMA, of
Muncie, Ind., WILLIAM J. HAWORTH, '96,
of Cleveland, O., and MARION E. SYKES,
13, of Cincinnati, O. Mr. Moeser, who was
secretary of the Ubiko Milling Company in
Cincinnati, died December 17. Mr. Boyce died
August 18, Mr. Haworth November 12, and
Mr. Sykes October 29.

Alumni Meetings—Tentative
Schedules
Alumni meetings in the local areas will occur
this year at about the same times as usual.
Akron held its dinner on December 10. The
meeting this year was in honor of members of
the Kenyon faculty, and as noted elsewhere
professors Timberlake, Ashford, Titus, and
McGowan were present. Mr. Timberlake was
speaker and gave his most interesting account
of the wars between the Nu Pi Kappa and
Philomathesian societies. (See elsewhere.)
Meetings scheduled for late winter and early
spring are as follows: Boston, February 25;
Philadelphia, February 26; New York, Feb
ruary 27; Washington, March 2; Pittsburgh,
March 2; Chicago, March 6; Cleveland, March
7; Detroit, March 19.
Should any Kenyon alumnus in any of these
areas fail to receive notice of the meeting of
the local association, it is hoped that he will
call some Kenyon man and get the details as
to time and place. Many of the meetings will
be attended by President Chalmers, and most
of them by the secretary of the alumni.

The Big Dates for '53
Commencement this year will be on the long
weekend of June 5-9, with the actual exercises
on June 8.
Homecoming will be October 10 and 11—
and don't say we haven't given you enough
warning to make your plans accordingly.
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The basketeers, coached by Mr. Falkenstine,
have compiled a two won-five lost record as of
this writing in mid-January. Victories over
Hiram and Fenn have been offset by defeats
at the hands of Ohio Wesleyan, Otterbein,
Denison, Wittenberg, and Marietta. It has been
lack of height more than anything else that
has been the Lords' chief deficiency. Junior
Don Marsh of Geneva, O., has done an ex
cellent job as a rebounder, his relative smallness considered, and leads in scoring. Ron
Fraley, a senior from Weirton, W. Va., and
Chad Vogt, a sophomore from Tiffin, O., fol
low close behind.

195 2

VARSITY

FOOTBALL

SQUAD

Numbers 35 and 36 are co-captains Ron Fraley of Weirton, W. Va., and Dom Cabriele
of North Tarrytown, N. Y. To the right of number 42 is Bill Stiles, coach, and to the
left of number 23 is Jess Falkenstine, assistant coach. Next year's co-captains are Don
Marsh (second from right in third row) of Geneva, O., and Bob McAlister (fourth from
right in third row) of Circleville, O.

Doppelgangers
In the class of '45 were two brothers who
caused, innocently or otherwise, a good deal
of confusion on the Hill in their time. At
least, according to the Registrar there were two
of them. Friends, and members of the faculty,
occasionally wondered if the confusion were
not the work of only one extremely agile young
man in league with the supernatural. Their
name was Montigny, and one of them called
himself Bob and the other Jack. They were
reputedly twins, but as everyone knows twins
are usually distinguished by the fact that they
bear absolutely no resemblance to each other.
The Montignys looked so much alike that
classmates said if Jack died they'd probably
bury Bob. To see them coming down the path
side by side was enough to make strong men
give up all but the mildest beverages, and more
temperate brethren look wildly around for the
nearest oculist. The Montigny boys added to
the confusion by doing almost the same things
at the same time. Both of them joined Phi
Kappa Sigma, both elected to major in chem
istry, and both did top scholastic work. The
only time they diverged during those years was
when Bob made Phi Beta Kappa and Jack
missed by something like a tenth of a point.
After college the boys surprised everyone by
abandoning careers in chemistry in favor of the
hotel management business. We have a fond
vision of bemused guests passing Bob in an
upstairs corridor and then, moments later,
running across Jack coming into the lobby
from the street. In this way, probably, are
those flesh-crawler stories about doppelgang

ers (or doubles') born. With this vision
in mind, we're not quite clear whether Bob
and Jack departed with dignity from the hotel
management business or were driven out by
hysterical clientele. At any rate, they gave it
up.
The point of this reminiscence is that the
boys have just diverged for a second time.
Bob Brown met Bob Montigny in Akron one
evening in December, and Bob told Bob that
Jack and his wife had had a son, Paul Wilson
Montigny, in July, whereas Bob and his wife
had waited until September to have their baby,
and the result was a daughter, Janice Eleanor.
—Or that's the news that Bob thinks he got
from Bob. But Bob's beginning to wonder
whether it could have been Jack whom he met,
in which case Boh, Bob thinks, must have been
the one to have the boy and . . . Oh, well,
this ought to make it plain that the Montigny
twins are as much alike as ever, and the
Bulletin wants to take this opportunity to
congratulate both of them, if there really are
two of them, on having produced offspring of
different sexes on different dates.

Winter Sports at Kenyon
by Eugene Schrier, '55
With the basketball and swimming season
in full swing on Gambier hill, the Lord teams
show relatively disappointing records.
Jess
Falkenstine and Robert Bartels, Kenyon's new
and worthy coaches, have had to cope with the
loss of key men through graduation and the
subsequent inexperience of their squads.

When we turn to the freshmen contingent,
the outlook is considerably brighter. Bill Lowry
of Chicago and Frank Gingerich of Cleveland,
both stars of the football season, have turned
in excellent jobs in starting guard positions.
Bob Ritzi of Cincinnati has looked good in
brief appearances and the same is true for Gus
Voyagis of Easton, Pa. Hope is high for
Peter Keys of Waynesville, O., who was not
able to play during the first semester. Peter
can supply some badly needed height to the
squad.
Turning to swimming, where inexperience
has taken even a heavier toll, Mr. Bartels' men
have compiled a one and two record, winning
their most recent meet with Fenn after losing
to Case and Wooster. Veterans like junior
A1 Eastman of Shaker Heights, O., Captain
Dave Heck of Shelby, O., a senior, and Dick
Tallman of Wheeling, W. Va., also a senior,
have aided the Kenyon cause. David Smith, a
junior from Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich., and
freshman Charles Ewing of Louisville, Ky.,
have also done creditably. Mr. Bartels expects
the team to come along as some valuable com
petition experience is picked up.
Note: In the Fall issue I reported erroneously
that Donald Marsh had been given Novocain
to deaden the pain in a leg injury received in
the football game against Hobart on October
18. This was a serious error, since I went on
to say that Marsh returned to the game, and
I m glad to have this opportunity to make a
retraction.

Kenyon Sophomore Named to
Ail-American Team
Wilson Ferguson, a sophomore from Willow
Grove, Pa., was named a goalie on the AilAmerican Soccer Team by the U. S. Inter
collegiate Soccer Association. He received an
award on Saturday, January 17, at a luncheon
banquet in New York at the Hotel Paramount.
Opposite:

Wilson Ferguson

W
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The banquet was given in honor of the various
All-American teams.
Ferguson has been playing soccer since the
sixth grade, when he was a student at the
Friends' Select School in Philadelphia. He
made the varsity team as goaltender in both
his junior and senior years. In his junior
year the team won the championship of the
Interacademic League qjid Ferguson was named
All-Interacademic League goalie. In his senior
year the team finished third, but he was named
to both the All-Interacademic and All-Philadel
phia teams.
At Kenyon Ferguson has played goaltender
on the varsity squad continuously and brilliantly
since his freshman year. He is also a top
flight student, having been on the Merit List
both semesters of 1951-52.
In the second
semester his scholastic average was better than
3.5.
Ferguson is a member of the Archon frater
nity at Kenyon.

Special Grants-in-Aid
to Veterans
The College has established a special fund
to aid veterans eligible for educational benefits
under Public Law 550. Any veteran entitled
to aid through the Veterans' Readjustment
Assistance Act of 1952, who is admitted to
Kenyon for the second semester of this year
(beginning February 2) and thereafter, may
apply for a special Grant-in-Aid of two hundred
dollars per year until graduation to help defray
his educational expenses.
Veterans of course, like other students, may
apply for scholarships, bursaries, and other
means of financial
assistance described in the
catalogue.
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Number 59 is Joe Pavlovich, captain, of Freeland, Pa. At the left side of the picture
is Franklin Miller, coach, and in the back row in a dark jersey, between numbers 71 and
68, is Wilson Ferguson, who was nominated as goalie on the All-American Soccer Team
this year (see story and picture elsewhere). Next year's co-captains are Stuart Cole
(back row, between numbers 77 and 77—the typographical error, if any, is on the
sweaters) of Lakewood, O., and Bill Aulenbach (number 80) of Philadelphia, Pa.

Chicago Luncheon for
Prospective Students
The Chicago alumni have for many years
been of great assistance to the admissions de
partment of the College. There was a time
when the number of students from the Chicago
area exceeded that from Cleveland. During
the war and immediately afterward, there was
something of a lull in this activity, but now,
through the leadership of Jim Hughes, '31,
chairman of the Admissions Committee in
Chicago and also chairman of the general
Alumni Committee on Admissions, the old
spirit is alive again and there is much activity.
On December 29 nineteen Chicago alumni
and seven Kenyon undergraduates who were
home for the holidays were hosts to a con
siderable number of high school students who
are considering Kenyon for next year. These
young men came from all the Chicago suburban
high schools, one or two had their fathers
with them, and there were several other guests.
Wells Simmons, '30, president of the Chicago
Association, presided. Short talks were made by
Jim Hughes and Bill Caples, '30. Representatives
of the College were Tracy Scudder, director
of admissions, Raymond English of the political
science department, and Bill Stiles, director of
athletics. Mr. Scudder spoke briefly, Bill Stiles
spoke on the athletic program at Kenyon, and
Mr. English gave a brilliant and witty account
of education at Kenyon (see the text of his
address elsewhere in these pages).
This affair could, with great advantage to
the College, be repeated in every large center-

in the country. It gave the Chicago high school
boys an opportunity to see what kind of men
Kenyon produces, to talk with Kenyon under
graduates, and to hear at first hand and from
several different people what kind of a place
Kenyon is.

Visitors and Events
Fall Dance Weekend this year was, we rather
think, one of the best we've seen around here
in a good many years. November is a terribly
undependable month, and all alumni must
have grumbled at one time or another that on
Dance Weekend it invariably either rains or
snows. But the morning of November 14
dawned not only bright and clear but actually
warm. That evening, after the parties, couples
strolled to Peirce Hall in light coats or in no
coats at all. It rained toward morning, spoil
ing the picnic that the Phi Kaps had planned
to have on the banks of the Kokosing, but by
8:00 the sky was clearing for another brilliant
day. The stables were open, and in the after
noon hoofbeats and the cries of inexperienced
riders could be heard in all the lanes and roads.
Ziggy Coyle and his orchestra played for the
formal dance on Friday evening, and on Sat
urday night the orchestra was that of Ruff
Burgher.
One of the pleasantest guests of the weekend
was the society editor of the Cleveland News,
Miss Merilyn Snyder, who writes under the
pseudonym of "Polly Parsons." Miss Snyder
was here to cover the dance for the paper, and
(Continued on page 8)
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did a hangup job. In the News for the fol
lowing Saturday she devoted almost an entire
page of photographs to the weekend.
Earlier in November we had the pleasure of
entertaining Mrs. Robert Izant, who is familiar
to all readers of the Cleveland Plain Dealer
as Grace Goulder. Mrs. Izant was here with
her daughter Molly to gather material on
Kenyon, and on John Crowe Ransom, for her
Ohio Scenes and Citizens" feature in the
Pictorial Magazine of the Sunday P. D. The
article, which filled
three pages and featured
eight photographs of College activities, appear
ed in the issue for November 30.
Just before Dance Weekend, on November
11, we entertained Grove Patterson, editor of
the Toledo (O.) Blade, who spoke at assembly
on the subject, "America's Number One Need."
This need, according to Mr. Patterson, is for
"the uncommon man." He said, "We have
had plenty of orators to tell us that this is the
century of the common man. That's the trouble
with it; the common man won't do. . . . I
believe in the aristocracy of achievement. . .
Human progress ... is by way of quality."
Immediately after Dance Weekend, on No
vember 21, the National Association of College
Stores held its annual regional meeting at the
Alumni House. The group, which is made up
of representatives from college bookshops and
supply stores, had met the previous autumn at
Wooster College, at which time Mrs. Paul
Titus, manager of the Kenyon College Book
store and a member of the Trade Book Com
mittee of the Association, invited them to meet
next time at Gambier. This seems the proper
occasion for us to remark that during this past
year the Kenyon bookstore, under Mrs. Titus'
fine leadership, has been the subject of a long
article in The College Store, the trade magazine
of the Association; and Mrs. Titus has herself
contributed another article.
On display at the Village Inn during Novem
ber and December were fifteen
paintings by
Mrs. Franklin T. Miller, wife of the associate
professor of physics at Kenyon. Mrs. Miller
is the daughter of the late sculptor Adalbert
I-ukas of Vienna. Her subjects ranged from a
striking painting of St. Francis Assisi through
landscapes to portraits of moderns.
The annual Harcourt Christmas Bazaar was
held in the Parish House on December 4. Be
cause of the increase of local interest in the
Bazaar, and the consequent increase in stock, the
committee this year, headed by Mrs. Frank
Bailey, wife of the dean of the College, decided
to use the larger quarters afforded by the Parish
House in place of the old quarters in the book
store. In the afternoon there was a grab bag
for the children and at 4:30 a magic show.
On December 6 Bexley Hall held its tra
ditional Christmas party for faculty, students,
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and their families. The party, which is spon
sored by members of the junior class, was given
this year in the Parish House of St. Paul's
Church in Mount Vernon.
On December 9 Prof. Bohus Benes, visiting
lecturer in political science at The Ohio State
University, spoke at assembly on the subject,
"Revolution in International Relations." Prof.
Benes predicts that the period of revolution in
which we are living may last more than fifty
years.
On December 11 the Kenyon Air Force
R.O.T.C. held its first formal review on the
College soccer field.
The 150-man unit was
inspected on this occasion by President Chal
mers and by Captain Nicholas Tony, associate
professor of air science and tactics. The
R.O.T.C. staff officers at Ohio Wesleyan, the
parent unit, were pleased with the results and
considered the review to be a huge success in
view of the short training period the men had
had. Another review and formal inspection
is planned for early this spring.
On December 11 and 12 Dr. Erwin Panofsky
of Princeton University lectured in Philomathesian Hall. His subject the first evening was,
"Texts and Pictures: Traffic Accidents on the
Roads of Tradition." On the second evening
he discussed, "Artist, Scientist, Genius: Notes
on the Renaissance-Dammerung."
The sixth annual Christmas party for the
boys and girls of the Knox County Children's
Home was held on December 18. Kenyon
students called for the youngsters at 5:15 and
brought them to Peirce Hall where each child
was assigned a "dad" for the evening. Dinner
was served at 5:30, and when it was over
everyone sang Christmas carols. After an hour
spent in Rosse Hall, where they saw eight
cartoon films, the children returned to Peirce
where Santa Claus (Banker Ray Brown) dis
tributed gifts. Expenses for the party were
met by one dollar contributions from students
and members of the faculty and administration.
Merchants in Mount Vernon cooperated splen
didly in the selection of gifts.

Family Reunion
Ever hear of a family that had turned itself
into an organization? That's what the Axtells
have done—long since, we gather—under the
title of the The Axtell Family Organization.
On August 23 more than 100 members of the
Organization arrived from all parts of the
United States to begin a weekend convention
at Longfellow's famous Wayside Inn at South
Sudbury, Mass. These included Silas Blake
Axtell, 06, young Silas, '52, and their wives.
The family met to commemorate the 310
anniversary of the landing of Axtells in
America, and to plan a memorial in Sudbury
to perpetuate the memories of Thomas Axtell,
who settled there in 1642, and of his twenty-

three descendants who fought in the War of the
Revolution.
At the election of officers held during a
business meeting on Sunday morning, the elder
Silas Axtell, former president of the Organi
zation, was made honorary president.
Dr.
Paul H. Axtell, superintendent of the Caldwell,
N. J., school system, succeeded Mr. Axtell as
active head. Five regional vice-presidents were
elected to serve with him.
The lateness of our report on this reunion
is due to the fact that the last issue of the
Bulletin was extremely crowded. Rather than
make only passing mention of the occasion, we
decided to wait until we had more room. For,
in a time when the idea of "family" has greatly
disintegrated, it seemed to us that this gathering
of a distinguished clan was both significant and
heartening.

ALUMNI NOTES
(Continued from page 5)
1 9 4 4
GEORGE H. HILLS, a lieutenant in the
Naval Reserve, was released to inactive duty
on November 12 after serving for nearly two
years as assistant flag secretary on the staff of
Vice Admiral F. G. Fahrion, Commander Am
phibious Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet. Lt. Hills
has returned to his former job in the market
research department of Procter and Gamble.
1 9 4 6
DAVID P. HARRIS is with the English
Section of the Test Development Department
of the Educational Testing Service at Prince
ton, N. J. He reports that there "are about
five of us who have to turn out the English
sections of all E. T. S. tests. Since these in
clude the tests for the various armed forces, for
College Board, Law School entrance, medical
school entrance, and on and on, we are kept
busy all the time." He adds, "This is quite a
significant little community. Einstein, for in
stance, is one of my neighbors here on Mercer
St., and author-playwright John O'Hara lives
a couple blocks away."
ROBERT E. GOODNOW has just sent us
word of his marriage to Jacqueline Jarrett of
Sydney, Australia. His wife, who, like Mr.
Goodnow, is a psychologist, received her Ph.D.
from Harvard in 1951. Both of them are now
working on a research project for the Army
at the Labor Assessment Unit in Munich. Mr.
Goodnow is head of the project. Its purpose
is to adapt certain American intelligence and
personality tests to Eastern European langu
ages and cultures. He says, "Under a rather
intensive program of tests, interviews, and ob
servation situations we have studied a repre
sentative sample of emigres and D.P.'s from
a dozen countries now behind the Curtain. I
anticipate that I will be here in the Munich
area another year finishing off the work."
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1 9 4 7
RICHARD W. HERSBERGER has moved
to the Atlanta office of the Dobeckmun Com
pany. Mr. Hersberger was formerly with the
Company's packaging sales division in Cleve
land. In Atlanta he will assist the sales mana
ger of the southern division.
ROBERT B. RORICK has been named vicepresident and general manager of the B. R.
Baker Company in Detroit. Mr. Rorick is a
grandson of the late B. R. Baker, who founded
the Company in Toledo 58 years ago.
DAVID SCHILLER and his wife Nancy
became the parents of a daughter, Christina
Marie, on November 6.
GROFF COLLETT and his wife Lila became
the parents of a son, Kent Groff Collett, on
November 13.
HERSCHIAL D. WELSH was made dean of
students at Shattuck School this fall. Mr.
Welsh continues in his work of directing and
managing dramatic presentations at Shattuck.
On November 27 the school gave Jan de
Hartog's Skipper Next to God, which was Mr.
Welsh's twenty-third play at Shattuck. He sent
us a program for it, and we were a good deal
impressed with the professionality of the under
taking and with the large percentage of student
participation. On December 9 the performance
was repeated at the Mayo Auditorium in
Rochester, Minn. It was sponsored by The
Civic Drama Guild.
1 9 4 8
HERBERT TOWLE PERRIN, JR., is now
stationed at Fort Benning, Ga. He was in
ducted into military service in January, 1951,
while he was a member of the Training Group
at Inland Steel Corporation, in Chicago. He
completed his basic training at Fort Knox, Ky.,
with the designation of "Outstanding Trainee,"
and was graduated from Leader Process Course
as the Honor Graduate. He entered O. C. S.
at Fort Benning in December, 1951, graduating
as the Honor Graduate of his class and as a
Distinguished Graduate of the Infantry School.
The latter designation carried with it the
option of a permanent commission in the Reg
ular Army. Upon receiving his commission as
a 2nd Lt., he was retained as an instructor at
the Infantry School. Friends may write him
c/o Fifth O. C. Company, First O. C. Regiment,
Fort Benning, Ga. (For 2nd Lt. Perrin's most
recent honor, see the caption under his photo
graph.)
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2nd LT. HERBERT (Towle) PERRIN, JR.
—who was the first recipient of the Robert P.
Patterson Memorial Award as the Outstanding
Officer Candidate in the whole country during
1952. 2nd Lt. Perrin received the award at a
ceremony in the Pentagon on Friday, January
16. His proud father, Brig. Gen. Herbert T.
Perrin, Ret., '17, witnessed the ceremony. (For
further news about Lt. Perrin, see Alumni
Notes.)
1 9 4 9

ROBERT GRABOWSKY and Marilyn Steiner of Canton, O., announced their engagement
on January 1. Mr. Grabowsky is now associat
ed with the Standard Plumbing and Heating
Company.

THEODORE K. THOMAS and Charlotte
Ann Goetz of Shaker Heights, O., have an
nounced their engagement. Miss Goetz is a
graduate of Carleton College. Capt. Thomas
is stationed at Cherry Point, N. C., with the
Second Marine Air Wing as a helicopter pilot.
The couple plan to be married early in the
spring.
ARTHUR C. BARTON, JR., his wife
Carolyn, and their young son and daughter
visited in Gambier during the early part of
New Year's week. The Bartons recently bought
a house in the new Levittown that is going up
north of Philadelphia, and between getting
settled there and exploring the Quaker City,
they've been having a busy time of it these
last months. Art has a fine
new job that
we're terribly tempted to describe as "peddling
papers"—which would be true in a sense,
but would hardly convey exactly what he's up
to. He's a salesman in a large section of the
eastern territory for a paper company. The
Bartons drove up to Cleveland on Wednesday
to spend New Year's Eve with SANTO
ARTINO, '49, and his wife.

JOHN MORGAN SWOPE is now connected
with the Fulbright Department of the American
Embassy in Paris.

JAMES GOLDSBOROUGH has been visit
ing at the Kenyon Ranch, Tubac, Ariz., and is
planning soon to enter The University of Ari

zona at Tucson for advanced study in the field
of anthropology. He hopes to get his Ph.D.
in about three and one-half years. He says,
"My interest in this part of the country, along
with the study of ancient Indian cultures, has
become such a consuming one that I have de
cided to give up my position with the National
City Bank of New York in order to devote
full time to this new project." For the last
two and one-half years Mr. Goldsborough has
been working as an inspector with the Bank's
Foreign Inspection Staff. In this capacity he
traveled extensively in Central and South
America, and also made one trip to London
and Paris.
ROBERT U. HASTINGS, JR., was appoint
ed chairman in November of the Lancaster, O.,
Charity Newsies' Annual Fund Drive and
"extra" sale. Mr. Hastings is City Solicitor for
Lancaster and also for the village of Amanda.
HOWARD K. JANIS is the editor of
Bayonet, the publication of the Seventh Infantry
Division. The paper is a weekly, and is pro
duced by the Troop Information and Education
and Public Information sections of the Army.
As reported in the last Bulletin, Pvt. Janis is
stationed in Korea.
1 9 5 0
GEORGE GUND, an honorary member of
this class and a trustee of the College, president
of the Cleveland Trust Company, has been re
appointed for 1953 to the Federal Advisory
Council from the Fourth Federal Reserve Dis
trict. Earlier this year Mr. Gund was elected
a director of the Sun Life Assurance of Canada,
thus becoming the first American director in
the 81-year history of that great company.
ROBERT B. MUHL reports that he and PAT
HOUSTON, '51, and JACK SANFORD, '50,
"are still at Episcopal Theological School and
having a wonderfully varied experience prepar
ing for the Ministry." Mr. Muhl adds that
MILTON SAVILLE, '48, "is continuing to do
well in his Massachusetts parish."
ALEXANDER E. HOEDT has been dis
charged from the Army after serving in Korea,
and is now living at 107 Cliff Ave., Pelham,
N. Y. He is planning now to do some post
graduate work.
SAUL SANDERS and Elinor L. Feltman of
Paterson, N. J., announced their engagement
in December.
Mr. Sanders is now at the
Medical College of Cornell University. The
couple plan a June wedding.
JAMES CLARK and his wife returned in
late summer from a six months' delayed
honeymoon in Europe (they were married
April 2, 1951). The Canton (O.) Repository
devoted a long article to their trip, which
covered 6,842 miles, in its issue for October
26. The Clarks sailed on a Dutch liner in
February, landing in Antwerp. They spent
three weeks in Brussels with Mrs. Clark's
(Continued on page 10)
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parents, Mr. and Mrs. Camile Ghernaerd, and
then went on to Paris for Easter. From Paris
they headed south, staying in youth hostels
en route. After reaching the Rivierra, they
went to the island of St. Marguerite, and then
started through northern Italy to Switzerland.
Later they spent a week on Capri. High spots
of the rest of the trip were Salzburg, Munich,
Heidelberg, Heilbronn, London. From London
they went to Wales and then to Ireland and
Scotland. They returned to America by way
of London, Paris, and Brussels. The Clarks
are now settled in Canton in their new home
at 2105 Gibbs Ave., N. E. Mr. Clark is as
sociated with the law firm of Amerman,
McHenry, Jones, and Morgan.
ROBERT JOHN CARR and Jerusha Ann
Busken of Indian Hill, Cincinnati, O., an
nounced their engagement in late December.
No date has been set for the wedding.
19 5 1
JOHN WILLYS DE AGUIRRE and his wife
became the parents of a son, John, Jr., on Sep
tember 28. The announcement card said, "This
is auto-phone station J.W.A. Jr., broadcasting
for the first time at 4:44 p. m. from Clearwater,
Fla., with the power of 3 15/16 miniwatts.
J.W.A. Jr. is owned and operated by Mr. and
Mrs. John Willys de Aguirre of Tampa, Fla.,
under the authority of Dr. R. H. Center
{Pat. Pending)."
THOMAS F. BERLIN, who entered the
Army in September, 1951, has joined the Fifth
Regimental Combat Team in Korea. The Fifth
Regimental is a frontline fighting
force—an
independent, self-supporting unit of the Eighth
Army.
WILLIAM VICKERY, who was wounded
in Korea late this summer and invalided back
to the States, is now recovering in the United
States Army Hospital at Fort Knox, Ky. Cpl.
Vickery writes, "At the moment I'm trying
to devise some way to sleep twenty-four hours
a day. I can now walk, but because of the
cast cannot sit down. Did you ever try to type
with a typewriter on your chest? or standing up,
balancing on one leg? Since that is out, as is
practically everything else, I while away
precious days completely inert.
My bed is
right behind the T. V. set, so although I have
to listen to it, at least I don't have to look
at it. Unfortunately, I have to convince every
one that I really prefer not watching, and then
grit my teeth for the inevitable laugh and re
mark, 'Well, I guess you get to see what goes
on backstage.'"
19 5 2
WILLIAM B. RANNEY is at present doing
public information work at the headquarters of
the Forty-Seventh Infantry Division at Camp
Rucker, Ala. Pvt. Ranney is immensely en
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thusiastic about his new work. He says, "It
appears that I made the correct choice when I
waived O. C. S. in favor of a straight two-year
enlistment as a non-com. I am doing reporting,
writing, editing, and in general am in close
and continuous contact with the public. It is
the Army's policy to send all its P. I. O. per
sonnel to a central P. I. O. school at Fort
Slocum, L. I. I'm slated to go there some
time in the spring."
ALLEN P. BALLARD, JR., the recipient of
a Fulbright grant for study in France, is now
at Bordeaux.
GEORGE B. RANKIN is currently involved
in basic training at Camp Breckinridge, Ky. He
reports, "I am in a Basic Infantry Unit for re
placement. The company is on a sixteen week
cycle, and we are now [letter dated December
13] beginning our fifth week." He adds, "The
training is very rigid. . . . We have spent
much time on various ranges, and since the
weather has been miserable this means we are
compelled to spend much time with wet clothes
on. I have had my share of colds. . . . My
four years at Kenyon, I think now, were the
four greatest I have ever witnessed. . . .
Kenyon means a very great deal to me and
always will." Mr. Rankin has been accepted
into the Band Training Unit at Breckinridge
and will transfer into an eight week cycle as
soon as the present cycle is completed.
GRANT W. COOKE and Joyce Allison
Goodwin of Columbus announced their engage
ment in December.
Miss Goodwin is an
associate of F. and R. Lazarus in the interior
decorating department. Mr. Cooke is working
for the Fritz-Rumer-Cooke Company.
The
wedding is planned for February 14.
RICHARD R. LOWER and Anne Fuller
Rutherford of Scarsdale, N. Y., announced
their engagement on January 11. Mr. Lower
is studying at the Medical College of Cornell
University.
JACK OECHSLIN is now stationed at an
ordnance depot for supply about seven miles
outside of Nancy, France. The depot, which
will eventually be the United States' central
supply stockpile for all the allied forces in
Western Europe, covers about 42,000 acres of
forest. Jack reports that at present "the camp
strongly resembles a raw frontier mining town
of our early West, complete with boardwalks
and seas of mud; and, also like a frontier
town, the 'citizens' of the depot are varied and
colorful. The American G. I. represents a very
small percentage of the population. There are
2,000 French and Algerian laborers, plus all
the French contractors and their private con
struction gangs. And we have a Polish Guard
of several hundred." Jack has been doing
military personnel work since his arrival, and
for a time also assisted the chaplain. He was
planning on a leave in January, to visit his
grandmother who is spending the winter in
Switzerland.

SECRETARY'S COLUMN
{Continued from page 2)
as they are and make them better. We of the
older generation often deplore the decline of
what we knew as college spirit. We see
practically no "freshman discipline." No or
ganized cheering, little college singing, a half
hearted canerush, and so on. This decline in
what some present day undergraduates are
inclined to look on as rah-rah spirit is not
peculiar to Kenyon; it is general. As one
athletic director said recently, "The rah-rah
spirit has given way to the ho-hum spirit."
And I am sure that something good and
pleasant and perhaps, under certain conditions,
something inspiring has gone out of college
life. The Chase Society means to do some
thing about that, and we shall all watch its
progress with great interest.
The student
members offer their services in all kinds of
capacities: as guides and ushers, to help with
the orientation of freshmen, to assist the ad
missions office on Kenyon Day and at other
times, to improve morale and manners among
undergraduates, and in numerous other ways.
The alumni, through their representative, has
wished the Chase Society well and offered
complete cooperation whenever that is needed.

Letter from India
by J. Robert Busenberg, '49*
Despite the effects of the war, the technolog
ical improvements of the past half century, and
the great number of Indians who have been to
the LInited States for studies and training,
India is still far removed from the West.
It probably isn't to be expected that in so
short a time these factors would do much to
alter the culture and traditions of such an
ancient country. However, India is becoming
Westernized in some ways, and will soon be
come more so—although she will always
retain a distinctive attitude peculiarly her own.
Industrialization is moving forward at a rapid
Editors Note: J. Robert Busenberg is now in India
on a Fulbright grant, studying the tenure systems of
the various provinces of that country. He is attached
to The University of Allahabad.
Mr. Busenberg
graduated last spring from Tbe Harvard Law School,
and passed the Ohio Bar before leaving the country
m July.
The trip to India took him by way of
London, Liverpool, Gibraltar, Port Said, Suez, Aden,
Karachi, and Bombay.
Since his arrival he has
visited Agra, Delhi, Cawnpore, Calcutta, and Patna,
and plans soon to see Kashmir and Ceylon.
His
intention in India is to
complete the necessary re
search on a doctoral thesis for the School of
Public Administration at Harvard."
Mr. Busenberg s friends will be interested to know
that he was married on December 27 in Karachi to
the daughter of the Coal Commissioner of Pakistan.
Mrs. Busenberg holds a degree in fine arts from
London Polytechnic, and will continue her work in
the graduate school of Radcliffe next year while her
husband is at Harvard.
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pace (considering that this is the East), and
the technical advances of the West are much
in evidence. Nevertheless, life for the mass
of the people has changed little from the past
—their daily routines go back to the time of
Akbar and beyond. It must be remembered
that India—as a free nation—is a young
country, scarcely five years old. These past
five years have been utilized for an appraisal
of her position and for planning her future
course. Planning still occupies a major posi
tion, but both government and private capital
are taking positive steps to increase industrial
output, improve transportation, and start India
on the long process of industrialization.
Agricultural conditions present one of the
major problems facing the country today. The
population has been growing at an average of
fifteen percent every ten years over the past
two decades, and probably will continue to do
so for some time. It has already reached the
staggering total of 350 millions. Agricultural
output has not, unfortunately, progressed on a
comparable scale. Most of the arable lands
have been farmed for centuries, with antiquated
and wasteful farming methods which have not
preserved the soil: vast areas in central India
are eroded beyond possible repair. Most of
the cultivated land produces meagre crops,
even when weather conditions are favorable.
The deteriorated condition of the soil is also
due to the system of land revenue and revenue
farming, in which persons, locally called
Zamindars, are responsible to the government
for the revenue from large tracts of land and in
turn are permitted to exact all possible rents
from tenant cultivators. This system is in
the process of being corrected by the local
governments, but there are so many layers of
sub-proprietary rights that solution is difficult.
Furthermore, irrigation is not as widespread
as weather conditions require, nor is there any
extension service by which the government
can aid the farmers. The central and local
governments are doing what they can and
will probably do more in the future, but
whether the country can ever keep up with
the increasing demands for food is doubtful.
Great numbers of the Indian people live in
conditions of poverty and filth
that are al
most unimaginable. Labor is pitiably cheap—a
competent man can be hired for less than a
rupee a day, the equivalent of twenty cents.
Yet prices are not comparably cheap. I wit
nessed a scene several weeks ago illustrative
of the labor situation. The Institute, at which
I am now living, gave notice that they had need
of forty laborers for a construction project. On
the appointed day approximately 500 appeared.
The only method for the construction boss to
use in selection was to pick the strongest and
healthiest. Those rejected tried to fall at his
feet, begging him for reconsideration. Another
practice is the use of child labor. Children are
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employed extensively in all forms of endeavor,
since the pay is about half that of a man.
India still shows the effects of partition. Al
though she has long had large numbers of
beggars, the streets of every large city are now
filled with scores of them of all ages, some of
whom are hideously deformed by disease.
Refugee camps in both India and Pakistan
house thousands in crowded conditions of in
credible squalor.
I had intended to walk
through the camp in Karachi during my visit,
—the camp is situated on mud flats just above
high tide,—but the smell was so pungent I
couldn't take it. Similar camps are to be
found in Bombay and Calcutta and, I suppose,
in other large cities here.
Despite all the problems India faces, how
ever, there is a spirit of hope and confidence
in the people. I think they look forward, and
with a justifiable confidence, to a much brighter
future.

Behind the Golden Curtain
Visiting in Gambier from November 19 to
24 was Prof. Dr. F. W. Schoberth, rektor
magnificus of the hochschule of Niirnberg. (A
"hochschule" is a kind of "university-college,"
which is to say that it has university standing
but does not have all the faculties of a uni
versity. In Bavaria there are three full univer
sities; Niirnberg is the only hochschule.) Dr.
Schoberth's position as rektor is somewhat
equivalent to the position of dean in an Ameri
can institution. It is a rotating job to which
one is voted by the entire faculty for a period
of two years. He assumed his new title and
duties at the end of July.
Dr. Schoberth is a graduate of The Uni
versity of Erlangen in Bavaria. He took his
M.A. at The University of Wales in Great
Britain, and taught in that country at Durham
University, The Liverpool School of Commerce,
and at University College in Cardiff. He went
back to Germany in 1938, and was a member
of the faculty of The University of Berlin until
the Russians took over. At that time he re
turned to Niirnberg. His visit to Gambier
was part of a three months' tour of various
American colleges and universities which was
arranged by the Office of Education of the State
Department. Before coming to Kenyon he had
toured Washington and the universities of
Columbia, Harvard, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.
From Gambier he was to go to The University
of Virginia and then back to Washington. The
intention of his visit was to study the inter
action of literature and society in the contem
porary United States, in the hope that he
might be able to do something to overcome
the stereotypes that exist in Europe of the
cultural scene in this country. In the major
stereotype, Dr. Schoberth said, the emphasis
in the United States is believed to be on mass

civilization, on the machine, on money. The
prevailing spirit of this country, as presented
in those books which reach Europe, is one of
overwhelming despair. The American authors
of some distinction who are read abroad in
large quantities include such men as Steinbeck,
Faulkner, and Hemingway, who often portray
the American's wholesale slaughter of the
humane values. Money, mass civilization, de
spair: the effect of this combination on the
European mind is formidable and frightening.
Unfortunately, our most sensational fiction—
Mickey Spillane, James M. Cain—has a wide
circulation, too. The portrait of the American
which these men give is of the egoist, the sadist,
the killer. The European problem, then, is to
try to see the truth behind the apparent truth
of the stereotype.
Dr. Schoberth remarked that until the end
of World War II there was really only a one
way approach to the United States for Europe
ans, and that was by way of Great Britain.
Only within the last few years has Europe had
a direct, immediate approach to this country.
The result has evidently not been especially
favorable. Today, to many Europeans, there
exist in the world two gigantic opponents.
One of them is labeled the "Iron Curtain."
The other has been labeled by a disenchanted
French intellectual the "Golden Curtain." To
us the distinction between the American way
of life and that of the Russians seems clear-cut
and profound despite the fact that our freedoms
even here are gradually being restricted. But
to the European the distinction is by no means
one of black against white; it may perhaps be
phrased this way: "I must choose between a
civilization of robots and one, equally fanatical,
of men possessed with the desire for world
conquest." In itself, of course, this is a black
and black definition which the Europeans have
built up, but, unfamiliar as this definition of
our nation will seem to Americans, it is not one
that we can afford to ignore. If the future of
Western Europe depends on the United States,
to a somewhat lesser extent the future of this
country depends upon the preservation of
freedom abroad.
Today, according to Dr.
Schoberth, although the United States upholds
ideologically a united Europe, practically it is
forcing Germany out of union and into the
position of a buffer state, with the Iron Curtain
on one side and the Golden Curtain, glittering
and terrible in its ignorance, on the other.
Germany is rearming, "and we are becoming
once again," he said, "the most hated country
in Europe." What thinking Europeans are
striving to do is to integrate their value system
in view of the threat from the East, believing
that only when men know not with the
emotions only but with the reason what it is
they cherish,—only then do they know what
is worth the harsh struggle to save.
As

(Continued on page 1 2 )
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BEHIND THE GOLDEN CURTAIN
{Continued from page 1 1 )
Europe is now working with the United States
in politics and economics, the further necessity
arises of integrating the cultural and value
systems of the general European civilization
with those of this country.
Dr. Schoberth, who lives only some fifty
miles from the Russian-dominated area, sees
the possibility of another world conflict by
no means as remote. It may even be, he thinks,
that the time is past when we might have
avoided total war. Thus, the question for
Europe has become: toward which great force
will we, in our dark hour, turn when the first
bomb is dropped? In politics and in other
practical affairs men have seldom if ever
reached lasting agreement, and it is unlikely
that the nations of the West will accomplish
this goal in the forseeable future. It is the
hope of Dr. Schoberth, and of men like him,
who see the grave danger of imminent war
day after day, that Western Europe and the
United States can join on the level at least of
values—that is, in those things which are
commonly held to be good, and which are
commonly believed to be superior in importance
and influence to political or monetary problems.
Dr. Schoberth hopes to familiarize the young
men with whom he works not only with those
major American writers who exhibit, in a
hyperbole which has still a terrible truth, the
American philosophy of despair and negation,
of money and the machine, but those other
writers who have also influenced the cultural
climate here, though their celebrity in Europe
may as yet be small. To this end, he was
interested in hearing less about the effect on
us of our Faulkners and our Hemingways, and
more about the effect of such writers as Booth
Tarkington, Ellen Glasgow, Willa Cather,
Marianne Moore, and Robert Frost. These are
writers who have, in their separate ways, done
something to affirm the value of love, friend
ship, of tradition reinterpreted for the present,
of certain ways of life. The problem that
making such a list proposes is this: along about
1920 the United States became a crucial part
of the larger world, assuming with no period
of transition a role it was perhaps ill prepared
to fill.
Our literature expressed both the
change and the conflict; we had a new liter
ature.
Thus, for the European the great
writers of our past—James, Hawthorne, Mel
ville—do not illuminate our present. The
authors who are to be considered must have
come along since World War I. It is not
easy to find, among those whose influence has
been felt, any large number of men and women
whose faith has survived the despair they can
not have helped feeling as they looked at the
society around them.
Dr. Schoberth will teach a course in con
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temporary British literature when he returns
to Niirnberg, and the authors whom he will
examine in that course suggest the type of
American author that he would like to see
more widely disseminated in Western Europe.
They include Elizabeth Bowen, Graham Greene,
Charles Morgan, Bernard Shaw, George Orwell,

D. H. Lawrence, E. M. Forster, T. S. Eliot,
J. B. Priestley, and Virginia Woolf.
Dr. Schoberth will have two books published
next year by the house of Glock and Lutz in
Niirnberg. One is a cultural history of Great
Britain and the other is a study of Bernard
Shaw.

FACULTY AND STAFF NOTES
[Editor's Note: Before going to press, we sent
out our usual faculty questionnaire. It consisted
this time of eight questions, such as, ' Will
you be attending any professional meetings be
tween December 6 and the end of January?",
"Have you published any articles, stories, or
essays recently?", and "Have you any books
in preparation or in the press?" The faculty
and staff, which ought to be wearily conditioned
to this sort of thing, replied with varying de
grees of irreverence. Some of their answers
seemed to us so good that, as we come to the
individual involved, we propose to quote in
full.]
DR. HOYT LANDON WARNER, assistant
professor of history and political science, at
tended a meeting of the American Historical
Association in Washington, D. C., December
28-30. Mr. Warner is at work on a biography
of John Hessin Clarke, an associate justice of
the United States Supreme Court from 1916 to
1922. Clarke was a leader in the League of
Nations movement in the 'twenties.
DR. PAUL M. TITUS, professor of eco
nomics, was in Chicago early in December for
a planning committee meeting of the College
Entrance Examination Board. The committee
met to discuss arrangements for the Midwest
Regional Meeting, which will be held in
Chicago at the end of March. Mr. Titus was
back in Chicago on December 27 for a gathering
of the American Economic Association.
WILLIAM EDWARD CAMP, JR., treasurer
of the College, was in Atlantic City from No
vember 30 to December 2 at the meeting of
the Eastern Association of College and Uni
versity Business Officers.
JOHN CROWE RANSOM, professor of
English, spoke on January 20 at the Tech
Auditorium of Northwestern University. He
was the first speaker in a series of lectures
by contemporary writers sponsored by the
Northwestern department of English.
His
subject was "Poetry and Reality."
DR. MAXWELL E. POWER of the biology
department has an article in the November
1952 issue of the Journal of iMorphology—
which hasn't come out yet. The reason why a
November magazine is not available in Novem
ber is too complicated for us to grapple with,
and hence we give you Mr. Power's own words.
"The title of my article is, A quantitative study
of the-growth of the central nervous system of

a holometabolous insect, Drosophila melanogaster.' Scientific periodicals, differing from
more popular journals, instead of appearing
two or three (or is it only one?) months ahead
of their indicated date, usually come out two
or three months after the date indicated on
their covers. This article will be in the No
vember 1952 number, but it probably won't
actually show up in the libraries until sometime
in January.
"As you can determine from the title, this
article is bound to have wide popular appeal,
but out of consideration for librarians who will
have the fatiguing job of explaining repeatedly
that the November number will not be avail
able until January, I hesitate to urge you to
announce prematurely the threatened appear
ance of this much-to-be-sought-after treatise.'
DR. ROBERT O. FINK, professor of classi
cal languages, attended a joint meeting of the
American Institute of Archaeology and the
American Philological Association at the Hotel
Statler in Cleveland, December 28-30. Mr. Fink
has two articles in press at present, "Tense
and Aspect in Latin," to appear in Classical
Outlook, and "Do Infinitives Have Tense?"
For the answer to this dazzling question he
refers us to the Classical Journal. Mr. Fink
is also working on his share of Roman military
archives (Latin papyri) from Dura-Europos.
These will be published by the Yale University
Press. In his spare time (if any), Mr. Fink
is revising his textbook, Latin Is a Language.
DR. WILLIAM R. TRANSUE is the author
of an article which will soon appear in the
Annali de Matematica Pura ed Applicata. The
title of his essay is even more formidable:
Relazioni fra teoremi di esistenza del minimo
in campi illimitati." Mr. Transue, who re
turned this fall from a year at The University
of Pavia in northern Italy, is chairman of the
department of mathematics.
PHILIP BLAIR RICE of the philosophy de
partment has had an essay accepted for early
publication in the Philosophical Review. The
title is, "Ethical Empiricism and Its Critics."
DR. DENHAM SL1TCLIFFE, professor of
English, who is a member of the Ohio State
Committee for the Selection of Rhodes Scholars,
attended a meeting of this group in Cleveland,
December 9 and 10. On December 13, Mr.
Sutcliffe went to Chicago, where he delivered
a speech before the North Central Association
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of Private Schools, and on January 10 he was
in Boston for a meeting of the School and
College Study of Admission with Advanced
Standing. Mr. Sutcliffe is a member of the
Committee on Literature. On January 30 he
will address a conference of the Delaware, O.,
city schools.
DR. EDWARD HARVEY of the modern
languages department was in Boston December
27-29 for meetings of the Modern Language
Association and the American Association of
Teachers of French. Mr. Harvey is a member
of a committee in this latter organization which
publishes annually a bibliography of critical
and biographical materials for the study of
contemporary French literature, and will soon
be a member of a committee which is planning
a similar bibliography of French literature in
the 19th Century.
DR. ERWIN K. MAPES, Whitney visiting
professor of Spanish, also attended the Boston
meeting of the Modern Language Association,
and while Mr. Harvey was closeted with the
Association of Teachers of French, Mr. Mapes
was attending sessions of the American As
sociation of Teachers of Spanish and Portu
guese. Mr. Mapes is retiring this year from
the Advisory Committee of Spanish IV (Latin
American languages and literatures). Two of
his articles will appear in the next issue of
Revista Hispanica Moderna-. "The Pseudonyms
of Manuel Gutierrez Najera" and "A Bibliog
raphy of the Writings of Manuel Gutierrez
Najera Published in Periodicals." This ma
terial, with an introduction, will appear in book
form in 1953. Mr. Mapes's new book, a college
edition of Jose Joaquin de Lizardi's El Periquillo Sarniento, has just been published by
Appleton-Century-Crofts. He has two more
books in preparation.
THE REV. ALFRED B. STARRATT, Col
lege chaplain, gave a series of lectures at
The Ohio State University, January 28 and
29.
His subject was Christian missions as
a factor in international relations.
JAMES E. MICHAEL of the speech and
dramatics department attended the annual
meeting of the American Educational Theatre
Association in Cincinnati, December 29-31.
DR. PHILIP W. TIMBERLAKE, professor
of English, was principal speaker at the Akron
alumni meeting on December 10. Also attend
ing were ROBERT BROWN, DR. W. RAY
ASHFORD of the modern languages depart
ment, DR. PAUL TITUS (and see note on
him elsewhere), and STUART McGOWAN,
registrar.
DR. RICHARD G. SALOMON of the his
tory department at both Kenyon and Bexley
was in Washington December 28-30 for
a
meeting of
the
American
Historical
Association.
On January 25 he gave the
Theological Education Sunday address in St.
Paul's, Cleveland. In the December issue of
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the Historical Magazine of the Protestant
Episcopal Church Mr. Salomon has an article
called "Mother Church-Daughter Church-Sister
Church. The Relations between the Protestant
Church and the Church of England in the 19th
Century." In response to our question about
books in preparation, Mr. Salomon said, "No
cackling about unlaid eggs."
RAYMOND ENGLISH, associate professor
of political science, is visiting lecturer during
the fall and winter quarters this year at The
Ohio State University.
His subject is the
history of political theory.
Mr. English's
essay, "Conservatism, the Forbidden Faith,"
appeared in the autumn issue of The American
Scholar. Another essay, "Britain and the
United States: the Myth of Differentiation,"
was published, in the winter issue of The Yale
Review. On December 29, Mr. English,
WILLIAM STILES, director of physical edu
cation, and TRACY SCUDDER, director of
admissions, attended a luncheon meeting in
Chicago.
Present were prospective Kenyon
students, their fathers, and the principals of
various high schools in the Chicago area. On
January 8 Mr. English accepted an invitation
to go to the Carnegie Institute of Technology
in Pittsburgh to discuss with their faculty the
problems of liberal education.
ROBERT B. BROWN has been appointed
to a committee of three to award Pittsburgh
Plate Glass Company Scholarships from Mount
Vernon High School to colleges.
DR. RALPH J. D. BRAIBANTI, professor
of political science, made a six-day lecture tour
in Canada in mid-November. He spoke to

(Continued on page 14)

"Oh,

H E N - ree!"

No, we don't mean the candy bar, as any
one who's kept even half an ear cocked toward
the radio during this last decade will guess.
We are quoting the plaintive cry of the longsuffering mother of Henry Aldrich of the radio
family. The Aldriches got their start some
years ago in an undistinguished stage comedy
by Clifford Goldsmith called What a Life!
Though Henry is as improbable a teen-ager as
even the entertainment business has foisted on
us, the public with its inscrutable taste has
taken him firmly to its collective heart. The
radio program based on the characters invented
by Goldsmith has flourished
without halt, and
now the Aldriches are on television, too. The
occasion for this reminiscence is the fact that
Paul Newman, '49, one of the finest
actors
we've ever had at Kenyon, has been appearing
regularly on the program. You may have seen
him as the college hero—a part that Paul's
physical presence and fine sense of comedy make
a natural for him.
Paul was slated to go back to Yale this
fall to continue his graduate work in drama,

Paul Newman

but he has done so well on television that he's
postponed the continuation of his college
studies.
In addition to his work on the
Aldrich program, he has had roles on Suspense,
and on the Robert Montgomery and Kraft pro
grams,
A few weeks ago we sat at luncheon in
Cleveland with Paul's uncle, poet Joe Newman.
With this article in mind, we pumped him for
details about Paul's career. "Oh, he's getting
along," said Uncle Joe; "not starving, I guess."
"What's he doing at present?" we asked, like
as if we didn't know. "Television, radio . . .
something like that," was the answer. "Now, I
just want you to hear one more of these
verses . .
We crept away.
Late Note: While we were in press the
exciting news came in that Paul has a featured
role in Picnic, the new play by William Inge,
author of Come Back, Little Sheba. The play
is being produced by the Theatre Guild and
Joshua Logan, and stars Ralph Meeker, who
followed Marlon Brando in the lead role in A
Streetcar Named Desire, and Constance Cummings. Paul has the second male part. Picnic
had its premiere at the Hartman Theatre in
Columbus on Thursday, January 15.
From
there it moved to St. Louis for the week of
January 19, and then to the Hanna Theatre in
Cleveland, Paul's hometown, for the week of
January 26. The show will hit Broadway
in February.

A L U M N I

14

FACULTY AND STAFF NOTES
(Continued from page 1 3 )
public groups in Windsor, Kitchener, Hamil
ton, Toronto, and London on the subject, "The
State of Politics in Asia," appearing under the
auspices of the Canadian Institute of Inter
national Affairs. On February 27 Mr. Braibanti will speak before the faculty and graduate
students of the department of political science
at Duke University. His topic on this occasion
will be, "The Implications of Social Research
on the Assumptions of Political Science." Mr.
Braibanti has just been appointed for the
second time to the assistant directorship of the
American Political Science Association in
Washington. He will spend June, July, and
August there. This is a learned society and
the publisher of The American Political Science
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Review. The appointment was made by the
director, Dr. Edward H. Litchfield. Mr. Brai
banti last held this post in 1950-51.
DR. FRANKLIN MILLER, JR., associate
professor of physics, was moderator at a panel
discussion on the subject, "The Individual
Responsibility of the Scientist." The discussion
was sponsored by the Society for Social Respon
sibility in Science in cooperation with Section
K of the American Association for the Ad
vancement of Science, and was held at the
Hotel Jefferson in St. Louis on December 30.
Also participating were Anton J. Carlson, Hon.
'46, emeritus professor in the department of
physiology at The University of Chicago, and
Maurice B. Visscher of the department of
physiology at The University of Minnesota.
DR. OTTON M. NIKODYM, professor of

mathematics, has a research paper in the No
vember issue of The Ohio Journal of Science.
The subject is "Criteria for the Continuity of
Linear Functional in Real Linear Spaces." He
also has two notes in the Comptes Rendus of the
French Academy of Science, written in col
laboration with Dr. William Berg.
These
deal with convex sets in linear spaces. Mr.
Nikodym is now at work on Hilbert space
for the Atomic Energy Commission. We asked
him whether he referred to Hilbert Grackenwold, old friend of ours from the third grade.
We were curious to know which part of
space Hilbert—always a daring fellow—had
staked out for himself. Mr. Nikodym gave us
an answer—we think it was an answer, any
way—but it was far too complicated to set
forth here.
We did gather that Hilbert
Grackenwold has no part in the thing.

$600,000 BUILDING PROGRAM FOR BEXLEY HALL
by the Very Rev. Cor win C. Roach
Dean of Bexley Hall
Behind this head
line is the story of
the progress made at
Bexley
Hall
since
194 5. The present
plant is bursting at
its seams. It was de
signed for a seminary
of twenty students and
four professors. This
year Bexley Hall has
an over-all full-time
student body of 74
The Very Rev.
men,
with
several
Corwin C. Roach
more taking part-time
work; and there are eight instructors, five of
whom are teaching full time.
With the cooperation of all departments of
the College, we have worked miracles with the
material plant at our disposal. Two years ago
the Bexley basement was renovated so that
another classroom was provided. This past
year, by means of a grant from the Lilly En
dowment, Inc., the same thing was done to
the Colburn basement, and we gained extra
reading room for the students. The Leonard
Room, which is used as a student and faculty
common room and conference room, was re
decorated this past summer by the Woman's
Auxiliary of the Diocese of Ohio, which pre
viously had given the new lighting for St.
Mary's Chapel and also the new organ. Last
year we took over the former Harcourt School
for classrooms, and this year we added a
barracks to house temporarily the over-flow
of single students.
However, the time has
come to look and plan for the future, for a
Bexley Hall which will have a student body
of 100 men and a faculty of eight to ten
full-time professors.

Our first need is for a new dormitory, and
the plans call for a third unit in the Harcourt
area which will house approximately 75 single
students and cost in the neighborhood of
$375,000. This will allow the conversion of
the present dormitory into a library, office, and
classroom building, and will make it possible
to use Colburn for a chapel.
It is estimated
that these two buildings can be remodeled at
a cost of $175,000. When this is done we shall
have in Bexley Hall accommodations for a
library which now totals over 25,000 volumes.
(When the central library is built for both Col
lege and Seminary, we shall continue to need
space for 25,000 to 35,000 volumes in Bexley,
future growth being provided for in the central
building, not mentioned in these plans, which
refer to the Seminary only.) There will be
room for classrooms, including provisions for
audio-visual materials and their use both in
teaching and private study. Also there will
be necessary office space available for the ex
panded staff and faculty. Colburn Hall, when
transformed into a chapel, will be large enough
to accommodate all the members of the Bexley
family even on special occasions.
Gambier has a strong attraction for married
students. Even before the war we had oc
casional older men who decided to study for
the ministry and came to Bexley with their
families. We now have thirty married stu
dents, and the prospects are that we shall
continue to attract married students to Bexley.
Plans are ready for the construction of per
manent housing for student families. These
will be in units each containing provisions for
four dwellings. The cost of each unit will be
around $50,000, and we are hoping that we
can start upon this part of the building pro
gram in the very near future.

Bexley has made great strides forward since
1945. At the close of the war the Board of
Trustees determined that the Hall must be a
first-rate seminary in every respect. There was
no place at Kenyon or in the Church for an
inferior school. The first step to that end was
to build up the faculty, which had been cur
tailed during the depression years of the 'thir
ties.
Accordingly, Bexley started out with
six full-time professors, as many faculty as
students. To some it seemed a rash undertaking,
but the events of the past seven years have
more than justified that initial decision. The
student body has increased ten times over.
During the present academic year the over-all
total registration has reached a new peak. This
June we shall celebrate the 125 commence
ment of Kenyon College with the largest group
graduating from Bexley Hall in its long history.
At the same time, applicants for Bexley Hall
have been screened more and more rigorously.
Among other things the percentage of students
who do not hold college degrees has steadily
dropped. Only in the case of older men who
have proved themselves in the business world
is the degree waived.
In addition to five
Kenyon men at Bexley Hall this year we have
representatives from our three sister Church col
leges, Hobart, Trinity, and Sewanee, as well as
graduates from Cornell, Harvard, Virginia,
Toronto, Case, Western Reserve, and Oberlin.
In all, 53 universities and colleges are repre
sented in the Bexley student body, as well as
twenty-five dioceses scattered throughout the
Church from New Hampshire and Vermont to
South Carolina, from Texas and Wyoming to
eastern Oregon.
Bexley is now in every sense of the word
a national seminary, known throughout the
Church for the excellent work it is doing.

It
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is accredited by the American Association of
Theological Schools, and foundations like the
Firestone of Akron and the Lilly of Indian
apolis have recognized its achievements by
substantial contributions to its program. One
of its professors, Clement W. Welsh, is on leave
of absence this year holding a fellowship for
further study from the Ford Foundation. All
the recent growth has been accomplished with
no substantial increase in permanent endow
ment, the gap between income from endowment
and the total expense of maintaining a first-rate
institution having been bridged by the con
tributions of alumni and friends through the
Annual Bexley Campaign. For the first three
years of the new Bexley program the venture
was underwritten by the Kenyon Development
Program, which guaranteed the annual total
of $18,000 necessary to meet the new expanded
budget. The Kenyon Fund continues to con
tribute one-eighth of its proceeds to current
Bexley operations. In 1948 the Annual Bexley
Campaign, spearheaded by the Bexley Alumni
Society, got into gear and began rolling. In
1949 the total amount was reached, $18,003.87.
In 1950 we fell a little short, $17,200.15. In
1951 we snapped back and went over the top
to the amount of $20,063.21 and in 1952 the
campaign reached a total of $25,024.17. This
is a remarkable showing when one realizes that
the Bexley alumni who undertook to raise
$18,000 each year have only about 250 men
in the active ministry. This achievement has
been made possible by the effective leadership
of the Alumni Committee, which at the present
time is headed by the Rev. Kenneth H. Gass,
'38, Bex. '40, president of the Bexley Alumni
Society, and the Rev. Stuart G. Cole, Bex. '28,
chairman, as well as by the active cooperation of
alumni throughout the country. The encourag
ing fact is the support which the Hall has
received from those not Bexley graduates and
the general interest on the part of Church
laymen, including graduates of Kenyon. The
1953 goal is $28,000, and the extra $10,000
which I am confident will be raised will be
used to supplement the scholarship funds and
to meet rising educational costs.
Men in seminary today need financial
help.
They must be college graduates, and usually
the resources of their families have been ex
hausted in seeing them through those years.
A number of our students are older men who
decided to study for the ministry in their late
twenties and early thirties. They have given
up the good salary and security of their former
profession to start all over again and live on
savings for three years during a period of in
flation.
Bexley Hall is fortunate in having
received several new scholarships in the past
few years, notably the Tunks Scholarship named
in honor of the Rev. Dr. Walter F. Tunks, '10,
Bex. 15, Hon. '33; the Rauh and the Harriet
Stroud bequests; and the annual gifts from the
Firestone Foundation now totaling $24,000 and
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providing eight three-year awards; the Beverley
D. Tucker Scholarship from St. Christopher's,
Gates Mills, O., the Rev. John R. Pattie, '25,
Bex. '30, rector; the St. Paul's of Cleveland
Heights, O., Scholarship, the Rev. John
O'Hear, rector.
Mr. James C. Gorman of
Mansfield, O., has also set up a three-year
scholarship for a qualified Negro student. So
far Bexley Hall has not had to turn away for
lack of funds any qualified student who serious
ly desired to study for the ministry. These
new grants which are now available, along
with the established scholarships and the sup
plement allocated from the Annual Bexley
Campaign, will make it possible to continue
to aid men who otherwise would not be able
to come to seminary.
An expanded budget which will insure a
strong faculty, scholarship resources sufficient
for an increasing student body, a material
plant adequate for the future needs of the Hall:
these are the three major items in the Bexley
program. For the past years we have been
concentrating on the first two. We have not
yet reached our goal and we shall of course
still need to appeal to our alumni and friends
who underwrite the Annual Bexley Campaign.
We are now ready, however, to take on the
third point in our program. The very progress
we have made to date makes it necessary for
us to take this final step.

BEXLEY NOTES
THE REV. IRA M. CROWTHER, Bex. '51,
and his wife announced the birth of a son,
David Ira, on November 24.
THE REV. PAUL E. HANNAFORD, Bex.
'52, was ordained to the priesthood in St. Paul's
Episcopal Church, Logan, O., in December.
This was the first ordination ever to take place
in the Logan church. The Rt. Rev. Henry W.
Hobson, Bex. Hon. '30, officiated. The Rev.
Mr. Hannaford has served as minister-in-charge
of the Logan parish since last June.

THE REV. ROBERT HARVEY, '50, Bex.
'52, was ordained to the priesthood on Decem
ber 18 at St. Paul's Church in Conneaut, O.
Officiating was the Rt. Rev. Nelson M. Bur
roughs, Hon. '49, Bishop of Ohio.
DELBERT CHATREAU, a special student
at Bexley Hall, was ordained deacon on De
cember 21 by the Rt. Rev. Richard A. Kirchhoffer, Bishop of Indianapolis. The ceremony
took place in that city.
THE REV. WILLIAM A. THOMAS, '12,
Bex. '14, has transferred from Trinity Church,
Thermopolis, Wyo., to St. John's Church,
Jackson, Wyo.
THE REV. WILLIAM G. WORMAN, Bex.
'50, and his wife announced the birth of their
second daughter, Carol Elizabeth, on January 3.
THE VERY REV. CORWIN C. ROACH,
dean of Bexley Hall, attended Seminary Deans'
Meetings in Washington, D. C., December 29
and 30. Dean Roach has a short article, "The
Incarnation and You," in the December issue
of Church Life.

At Flood-Tide
The Rev. Dr. Walter F. Tunks, '10, Bex. '15,
Hon. '33, announced on January 13 that he
would retire on October 31 of this year from
his post as rector of St. Paul's in Akron. On
that day he will be 67. In a statement to his
parish Dr. Tunks said, "The time has come
for me to relinquish the leadership of St.
Paul's Church to a younger man. I have always
believed a man should retire at flood-tide rather
than wait until his powers have begun to de
cline. I am not tired of the ministry but am
weary with the unusually heavy responsibilities
that have rested upon me in recent years during
the planning and completion of our building
program."
The "building program" of which Dr. Tunks
speaks so modestly is the great new million
(Continued on page 16)
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AT FLOOD-TIDE

AT LAST!
For years we've been hearing around Kenyon

we regret to say that he's perky as ever. —And

that George Lanning, '52, was writing a novel.
He was a student here to begin with (many of

well he may be, if the novel lives up to the

us had the illusion that he'd come panting up
the Hill behind Bishop Chase), and there was

beautiful job his publishers have done on it.
(Have we mentioned the name of that long-

nothing particularly arresting in the fact that

suffering organization? It's The World Pub
lishing Company. Price, we may as well add

he was engaged on a novel: every other member
of the student body is either writing one, about

George wishes us to add.) The publishers have

here, is $3.50. "Available at all bookstores,"

to write one, or trying to market one. What
was unique in George's case was the fact that
he'd sold it, from an outline, to a publisher.
All of us, including George, were mildly im

bound the book in green and gray, with the
title stamped in gold. The top-dye is a dusty
rose, and this same shade has been used on

pressed by this achievement, and one or two

author on the back flap,

of us speculated about what George had on the

than we've ever seen him in real life, and a
long biographical sketch listing what George

publisher. The title, right from the beginning,
was This Happy Rural Seat.

the jacket.

the

looking far better

modestly refers to as his "achievements."

However, the sale was made in 1950, and
the years dragged on.

There is a photograph of

The story? Well, as a book note in a recent

After a while we began

New York Herald Tribune put it, it's the story

to ask, bewilderedly, whenever the subject
came up, "Hasn't that been published yet?"
Once, a student from St. Louis reported that
his mother had seen it in a bookstore, but the
book turned out to be Malabar Farm. Then
came a period of dark rumor—how all of us
lived through those terrible times illustrates
the strength of human endurance. For it was
booted about that This Happy Rural Seat dealt
with Gambier—"and Kenyon," nervous souls
whispered to one another. A hurried review
of the bigger skeletons in various private closets
was made. Did George know about this one? or
this one? or—great Scott!—this one? Yes! came
the awful reply. He knows all. George admits
that this was one of the most agreeable periods
he ever spent at Kenyon. He was lionized—
by everyone who didn't want to get into the
book. His essentially honest nature (as he
asks us to call it) at last forced him to admit
that the novel had nothing to do with Gambier.
The title is from Paradise Lost, and refers to
the Garden in Eden. (The action, mysteriously,
takes place entirely within a city.)

of a man with no family ties who tries to buy
a house from a woman with too many. George

After that revelation, interest subsided.
George was as willing as ever to report, at
the drop of a hat, on how the book was pro
gressing; but prudent individuals took care
not to inquire.
Last June, with a breath of relief, the
faculty and student body saw George—as they
thought—depart from the Hill forever.
It
was a terrible shock when, the following Sep
tember 1, he popped up again, bright as a new
penny, in the role of publicity director. An
even greater shock, in a way, was his announce
ment that the novel was actually in press, and
would soon be published.
Well, publication isn't actually until March
9, so we're still sitting it out. As for George,

says it's a love story.

We asked hopefully if

it would eventually prompt a lurid cover on
a paper reprint.

Sadly, George said no.

He

was about to say more (George always has more
to say), but we left
hastily. According to the
jacket, the novel "brings
to modern literature the
mastery of style that was
the hallmark of Henry
James, the artful play
of

local

manners that

characterized the work
of Ellen Glasgow, and
a

provocativeness

and

brilliance that belong to
the author himself."
It

must

be

pretty

good, though we hate
to say it, because the
publishers

intend

push it hard.

to

Adver

tising plans include for
a

start:

Publisher's

Weekly, Retail Booksel
ler,

McClurg's

Book

News, Library Journal,
New York Times Book
Review,

Saturday

Re

view of Literature, the
Cleveland News, Plain
Dealer

and

Press

(George is from Lakewood, a Cleveland sub
urb), and The Kenyon
Review.

(Continued from page 15)
dollar church which St. Paul's has erected.
The building stands as the crowning achieve
ment of Dr. Tunks's career. What is especially
remarkable is the fact that the church and its
three-story parish house are completely free
of debt. This fact permitted the Rt. Rev.
Nelson M. Burroughs, Bex. Hon. '49, to con
secrate the church at its dedication on Novem
ber 25. As Churchlife remarked in its January
issue, "Seldom in history has a Church on the
day of its opening been set apart free of en
cumbrance and therefore completely placed at
the disposal of Almighty God."
The modified Georgian Colonial structure
was designed by Cram and Ferguson, and
stands on what was formerly part of the
Firestone estate. The land was given to the
parish by the family of the late Harvey S.
Firestone, Sr. (Our readers will recall that the
elder Mr. Firestone was an honorary alumnus
of Kenyon.) The Firestones, of course, have
long taken an active part in Episcopal affairs,
and readers may remember that in 1951 the
College conferred the Philander Chase Medal
on Harvey Firestone, Jr., for distinguished
service to the Church.
Kenyon has taken
(Continued on page 17)
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Praise from All Over
Most authors seem to agree that unsolicited
and spontaneous praise of their work is one
of the most gratifying of all the rewards for
the long labor of writing a book. President
Chalmers' Republic and the Person has received
a great deal of favorable attention in the press,
as we shall note presently, but we have a kind
of hunch that a letter which he received from
S. A. Schreiner, Jr., of Parade magazine must
have given him particular pleasure. In the
letter, dated December 30, Mr. Schreiner said,
"I have just finished
reading The Republic
and the Person. It is one of the most stimu
lating, inspiring books I have ever read.
"As education writer for Parade, I have long
wanted to do a story on curriculum. The
editors have at last given me the green light
. ... I do hope to use some material from
your book. . . .
"I'm also considering doing a piece for
Presbyterian Life, to which I have been a con
tributor, based largely on your book."
The more public tributes, however, have been
very heartening. Joseph Sagmaster, reviewing
the book in the Cincinnati (O.) Times Star,
said, "To most American educators, including
all too many college professors, this will doubt
less seem a radical book and its author an
iconoclast. President Chalmers . . . has the
audacity to say that a liberal education should
be concerned primarily with the liberal arts! . . .
"This sharply critical study of American
higher education today is rooted in a profession
of faith—-that 'the individual is valuable and
within himself subject to law.' . .'.
"[The] book is packed with significant state
ments about our educational shortcomings and
is written in an easy, vivid and often brilliant
style."
Mildred McAfee Horton, in the New York
Times, wrote, "The book ... is highly reward
ing and will surely be on the list of 'required
assignments' for those professional educators
and educated nonprofessionals who are trying
to define and defend the value of liberal edu
cation. Would that it might be equally widely
read by those who are trying to write an
epitaph on the tombstone of the liberal arts."
In the Chicago Tribune Alfred C. Ames
observed that the book "is a statement of great
values of great and neglected importance. It is
a well-deserved rebuke to the more berserk of
John Dewey's disciples, and it is a forceful
affirmation of some enduring and basic values."
In the New York Journal American Clark
Kinnaird said, "There are enormous potential
ities in the food for thought given in The
Republic and the Person, and we heartily
recommend it."
And Dwight Pennington, in the Kansas
City Star, observed that the book "reaches out
to touch on the place of man in the world of
today and it concludes that we have been too
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much concerned with things, too little with
men; that we have thought too much of
means, and given too little consideration to
ends."

Kenvon Review Fellows
Announced
John Crowe Ransom, editor of The Kenyon
Review, has just announced the recipients of
the first
Kenyon Review Fellowships. The
Fellowships carry a stipend of $2,000 if the
Fellow is unmarried, and $3,000 if married, and
are to be awarded over a period of three years
to writers in the fields of criticism, fiction, and
poetry.
The Fellow in criticism, whose tenure will
be from July 1, 1953 to June 30, 1954, is
Irving Howe of Princeton, N. J., part-time
writer on the staff of Time magazine, and
author of books on Sherwood Anderson and
William Faulkner. Mr. Howe's project will
be a book on the political novel, a topic on
which he will lecture this spring at the Prince
ton Seminars in Literary Criticism and again
this summer at the School of Letters of Indiana
University.
The Fellow in fiction is Flannery O'Connor
of Milledgeville, Ga., author of Wise Blood
and of short stories in various magazines. Miss
O'Connor's tenure will be the calendar year
of 1953, and her project a new novel.
Edwin Watkins, 1945 graduate of Kenyon,
is the Fellow in poetry. Watkins, who is
living now in Richmond, Va., is an instructor
at the Richmond Professional Institute of the
College of William and Mary. He has pub
lished verse in the Partisan Review, American
Letters, and other periodicals. His tenure, too,
will be the calendar year of 1953, and his
project is a book of verse including two longer
poems.
This, so far as is known, is the first time
that an American magazine has sponsored
Fellowships designed to free distinguished
younger writers from at least part of the
burden of working for a livelihood while they
develop fresh and specific literary projects.
The Fellowships are made possible by a grant
from the Rockefeller Foundation.
Of the
first Fellows Mr. Ransom observes, "These are
three brilliant younger writers. Any one of
them may become a top figure
in American
letters of our time."

LIBRARY NOTES
By Edward C. Heintz
From the Bollingen Foundation the library
has received a complimentary copy of the
latest title in the Bollingen Series, African
Folk Tales and Sculpture, selected and edited
by Paul Radin.
This handsomely printed
and bound volume presents a representative
collection of native African myths and folklore.

It includes 144 brilliant full-page photographs
of the sculpture of native Africa drawn from
the same culture, centering in Nigeria, from
which the folk tales are derived. Mr. Radin,
for some years a member of the Kenyon faculty,
has assembled these fascinating folk tale nar
ratives from the unwritten literature of the socalled "true" Negro tribes, the "half-Hamites"
of the Nile headwaters, and the Bushmen and
Hottentots of the south and southwest. The
library's copy was received in advance of the
official publication date and before reviews had
been published, but there can be no doubt that
this latest work by Mr. Radin will be regarded
as an outstanding contribution in the study
of Negroid African culture.
John W. Borden, '49, has presented the
library with a copy of Kelmscotl, Doves and
Ashendene, a miscellany on the private press
tradition compiled by Will Ransom for the
Typophiles and beautifully designed and
printed by Ward Ritchie in Los Angeles. Mr.
Borden's gift is one of 300 copies of a special
edition printed for members of the Book Club
of California. This book brings together for the
first time the credos of the founders of the
private press movement, principally William
Morris, T. J. Cobden-Sanderson, and C. H. St.
J. Hornby. These men were, respectively, the
proprietors of the Kelmscott, Doves, and Ash
endene presses, and it was they whose thought
and work did most to bring about what is
now regarded as the renaissance of modern
printing at the close of the last century.
Because of its outstanding appropriateness,
this book will be the first in a new library
collection to be known as the Typography
Collection. Many fine examples now in the
library of the work of private presses will be
added to it. Books newly acquired and placed
in this collection will be distinguished by a
special bookplate and will not be abused with
the usual library markings. Contributions to
the Typography Collection from alumni and
friends will be gratefully received.

AT FLOOD-TIDE

(Continued from page 16)
a doubly intense interest in the building of St.
Paul's because of the Firestone connection with
the Church and the College and because of
Dr. Tunks.
On Sunday, November 30, at the conclusion
of Consecration Week, there was a Men's
Advent Corporate Communion Breakfast in
the Assembly Hall of the new church. President
Chalmers, who had traveled to Akron to do
honor to his old friend, Dr. Tunks, spoke at
that time on the subject of "Learning and Good
ness."
Harvey S. Firestone, Jr., has been named
chairman of a committee to study the needs
of the parish and to select a successor to Dr.
Tunks. We know his task will not be an
easy one.
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Music at Kenyon
The first concert of the 1952 - 53 season,
sponsored by the department of music, was
held in the Great Hall of Peirce Hall on Friday
evening, November 21. It featured the young
American tenor, William McGrath. Mr. McGrath, who was accompanied at the piano by
Stanley Sonntag, sang Italian arias by Handel,
Mozart, and Verdi, a group of French songs
by the 20th Century composers Debussy and
Poulenc, and a group of German songs by the
late romantic composers Hugo Wolf and Rich
ard Strauss. He closed with a contemporary
American group by Josten, Bowles, Dougherty,
and Hageman.
The second concert, coming in February, will
feature Salvador Ley, pianist from Guatemala.
The annual service of Christmas music, given
by the Kenyon Singers and Women's Chorus
composed of members of the Mount Vernon
Beethoven Club and of wives of Bexley Hall
students and Kenyon faculty members, was
presented on Sunday, December 14, in the
Church of the Holy Spirit. The Rev. Alfred B.
Starratt officiated, Paul Schwartz, chairman of
the music department, directed, and his wife,
Kathryn Schwartz, was accompanist. The
featured work was the Christmas Cantata (142)
by Bach. Charles Evans, a senior at Bexley,
sang the aria "So appears thy natal day," and
his wife Ruth sang the aria "Lord, my thanks
to Thee." The service was given by candle
light. Immediately following, a reception with
refreshments was held in the undercroft of the
Church.
On Friday, January 9, the choir from Bexley
Hall sang at St. Mary's Episcopal Church in
Cleveland. The occasion was the Cleveland
Regional Meeting of Woman's Auxiliaries of
the Protestant Episcopal Church. The twentyfour man group sang first at the Candle Light
Service at 1:15 p. m., and immediately after
ward gave a program at the annual Epiphany
Tea. During the remainder of the academic
year the choir has a number of other engage
ments to fill.
During the second half of February the
Schwartzes will begin their annual concert
tour. They will be guest artists at a number
of colleges in New York state.
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Theatre at Kenyon
by Mary A. Rahming*
At 8:00 on Thursday evening, December 4,
the Hill Theatre at Kenyon officially opened its
1952-53 season as the curtain rose on the first
scene of Bernard Shaw's historical play, St.
Joan. This is the story of the rise of the
French peasant girl from obscurity to fame as
the champion in France of King Charles VII,
and of her subsequent martyrdom and death
after a dramatic trial for heresy.
In the role of Joan, Bettie Cropper of Mans
field was magnificent. This is a part that calls
for great stage presence and for a maximum
of projection. Miss Cropper, who is a small
and fragile looking woman in real life, domi
nated the stage in her major scenes, bringing to
the role of Joan the difficult combination of
boisterousness,
religious
humility, shrewd
native wit, and innocent vulgarity which the
part, as presented by Shaw, calls for. She was
brilliantly supported by members of the Ken
yon Dramatic Club. It's impossible to name
them all, but tribute ought to be paid to
sophomores Mark Piel of New York, William
Wendt of Columbus, and Robert Miller of
Dayton who played, respectively, the Bishop
of Beauvais, the Earl of Warwick, and King
Charles, to David Randell, a junior from Niles,
O., who took the role of Dunois, to Morton
Segal of New York, a senior, who was splendid
as the Inquisitor, and to Fred Papsin of
Toronto, a junior, who portrayed the Arch
bishop of Rheims.
Shaw is always an extravaganzist when it
comes to scenery, and his historical plays as a
"Editor's Note: As scarcely anyone will need to be
told, Mary Rahming is the wife of Norris Rahming,
director of art at Kenyon.
She's been secretary of
The Kenyon Review since the year one ("the year
two," she says huffily), and now is also an associate
editor of the C-B Manifold. The Manifold is the
company paper of the Cooper-Bessemer Corporation.
Its editor is former Kenyon professor William L.
Copithorne, who'll be back teaching a night seminar
in English come the spring semester.
These days,
the Rahmings have an intense interest in the theatre,
for their daughter Patricia is a rising young star at
the Cleveland Play House. Pat just ended a run in
The Left Hook, a murder melodrama by Eleanor and
Leo Bayer.

Kenyon in Sandburg Collection
In the New American Songbag, published by
Broadcast Music, Inc., New York City, Carl
Sandburg, noted collector of American songs,
lists a song entitled: "Get the Money," which
he says he heard at Kenyon.
We quote Mr. Sandburg: "Along in the
middle 1920's I stayed overnight in a fraternity
house at Kenyon College in Ohio. The frat
boys sang this American ditty in unison and
with laughter. Since then I have not met it
elsewhere."
The words are as follows:

"It makes no diff'rence where you are, get the
mon—ey.
It makes no diff'rence where you are, my
hon—ey.
A nickel is a nickel, and a dime is a dime.
A dollar is a dollar 'most any old time.
It makes no diff'rence where you are, get the
mon—ey."
Anybody remember singing this little ditty
in the good old days when a dollar was a
dollar?

rule call for innumerable and often expensive
set changes. The set for Joan, which was de
signed principally by Jack Brown, a freshman
from South Bend, Ind., had a classic simplicity,
consisting of two pillars at either side of stage
center, and a black backdrop at stage rear. A
drop curtain was used to close off the depth
of the stage for the smaller episodes. This
arrangement not only reduced the amount of
time that would have been necessary between
scenes to make complete changes, but, with
the aid of skilful lighting, exhibited great
adaptability and persuasiveness in establishing
tone and mood. It seemed to this reviewer
the best example of staging for a play since
the Hill Theatre produced King Lear several
seasons ago. In fact, St. Joan ranks along with
Lear as the finest production the Hill Theatre
has given us during its distinguished career.
James Michael, the director, deserves thanks
and credit not only for his courage in tackling
such a difficult play, but for the superb manner
in which he brought it off.
The next play of the season will be George
Kelly's comedy, The Show-Off.

The Wars of Philo and Nupi
by Philip W. Timberlake
An Address Delivered
before the Akron Alumni
on December 10
"Old as the hills" is a trite enough way to
express antiquity. "Older than Gambier Hill"
may seem more surprising in its particularity;
but it is a term that can be applied to one of
Kenyon's still lingering institutions; for the
Philomathesian Literary Society was founded
before Gambier, and came to this place a
healthy yearling when the College itself came
in 1828.
The original documents of this venerable
society and its slightly younger offspring and
rival, Nu Pi Kappa, are still in existence. They
aie filled
with the rich humanity of college
life a century ago. It has twice been my
fortune to come into close contact with these
records: once as an undergraduate, in 1916,
and again during the summer of 1951, when
I classified the whole lot of documents.
After a long disappearance, an old trunk
full of literary society papers was stumbled
upon in the attic of South Ascension by a
party of students erecting an aerial for a 1916
wireless telegraph. It is my private view that
the trunk was a foundling deliberately left on
the doorsteps of posterity; for near it, in the
shadow of the attic, was an awesome shape
that, being dusted, turned out to be a morethan-life-size, full-length
portrait,
heavily
framed, of some bearded member of Nu Pi
Kappa, with a brass inscription presenting the
(Continued on page 21)
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KENYON COLLEGE AND THE LIBERAL EDUCATION
A Member of the Faculty
Attempts to Describe the Educational
Aims and Standards of Kenyon College

by Raymond English
Associate Professor of Political Science
It is, I think, rather unusual for a bookwormish, myopic, absentminded member of a
College faculty to be invited to address such a
gathering as this, and I am, I assure you, deeply
conscious of the honor. Aware, however, that
I am not equipped to give you a statistical
survey of the College, and believing as I do
that if you have ten minutes to spare you will
learn more facts about Kenyon from the
catalogue and the bulletin than I could tell
you in an hour. I propose to seize this wonder
ful opportunity to talk to you about the
general problems of the liberal education and
the way in which we members of the Kenyon
faculty face and even occasionally solve those
problems.
I strongly suspect—though there are people
who would disagree with me—that one of the
main functions of a college or a university is
to improve the minds of the students. This
opinion may be a trifle old-fashioned, but I
am, you see, a teacher, and I try very hard to
be a scholar, and I cannot help—like any pro
fessional man—taking a serious view of my
work. Not that teaching and studying are
without their lighter sides, nor that I am
unaware that professors, next to mothers-inlaw, are about the funniest creatures on the
face of the earth. But you know that the most
important people (from the president of the
United States downwards) always have the
worst things said about them; after all, if there
were no mothers-in-law there'd be no beautiful
brides to become future mothers-in-law, and
if there were no professors there'd be no
brilliant students to become future professors.
But this, as our philosophy department would
be quick to point out, is a circular argument.
So I apologize for being a professor. I must
also apologize for being an Englishman. They
say that Chicagoans, as a result of the laudable
activities of the World's Greatest Newspaper,
are especially well-equipped to see through the
wiles of an Englishman, but I must warn you
that the real trouble about an Englishman is
that he is congenitally prone to understatement.
It was Crane Brinton of Harvard who said,
in a book written at the end of World War
II, "When an American hears an Englishman
apologize for almost everything, depreciate
almost everything—especially things personal
to himself—the American •thinks the English
man is a bit of a rabbit. Actually, the English
man is just obeying a fashion no more than
skin-deep; when he says 'Not much of a show,

this,' he really means in American 'We've got
a swell outfit.'" I don't expect to tell you that
Kenyon is "Not much of a show," but if I
fail to use the enthusiastic language which you
might expect, just bear in mind Mr. Brinton's
diagnosis of the English character.
II.
The fact that I am an Englishman offers
me a useful point from which to start to try
to explain certain things about Kenyon College.
To an Englishman, you see, the existence and
the remarkable prestige of small liberal arts
colleges in the United States seems at first
very strange and paradoxical. But gradually,
as he lives in the United States, an English
man begins to see the reasons for this state of
affairs. He goes to one of the great Eastern
universities, for example, and sees the huge
ness and complexity and impersonal organiza
tion of their educational systems; then he ob
serves some of the great state universities, and
sees immensity and impersonality carried still
further,—-carried so far, indeed, that it seems
almost impossible for the student to know
what he or she is doing and why, so that
situations arise such as one which came to
my notice a few weeks ago, when a freshman
at a state university attended two parallel
sections of the same course for several weeks
under the impression that one was a course
in American government and the other in
business administration (this is an extreme
example, but it is disturbing). Continuing
his investigations, the English observer is
staggered to discover how prevalent in Ameri
can higher education is the use of textbooks,
and to notice that the use of "workbooks"
and of mechanical grading systems based on
so-called "objective" tests is widespread. He
hears American businessmen complain that
they have to teach graduates who join their
enterprises how to write letters and reports.
He remarks on the grave dissatisfaction with
their own work and its products which prevails
among the leaders of higher education: Presi
dent Conant, for example, urging new ap
proaches in liberal education, or Columbia,
Harvard, and other great institutions experi
menting desperately with new systems called
"core courses" or "courses in general educa
tion." He realizes that something has gone
radically wrong with higher education.
Thus our English observer becomes aware
of some of the reasons for the prestige of the
small colleges: for the small colleges, because
they are small, have not run into the problems

Raymond English
which have been scaring the great universities.
They have their own problems, it is true, but
they are not faced with the problems of massproduction, nor with the problems of "objective
tests," nor with the divorce between the stu
dent and the teacher, nor with the difficulty of
giving purpose and inspiration to the liberal
education. The small colleges, in short, are
able to carry on the old conservative tradition
of the liberal education (the liberal education
is, by the way, necessarily conservative: that
is why it is so good). That tradition involves:
first, the direct contact of the student with the
great and endless thoughts and investigations
of mankind (that is, contact with books, not
textbooks); and second, the direct contact of the
student with the teacher (that is, really talking
with the teacher, really getting the teacher's
personal criticisms, and really feeling the
teacher's own delight and enthusiasm for the
subject in hand). I hope I do not sound
priggish, for these things are, to me, immensely
important. It is not, perhaps, unfair to say
that many American students fail to get an
adequate amount of personal guidance from
their teachers until they go to graduate school;
and the strange thing about this is that when
a man has started doing graduate work he
ought to have reached the stage when he wants
to be left alone to do his own work in his
own way! All too frequently, however, this
is the very moment at which the professor
feels it necessary to poke his nose into every
paragraph and every footnote that his students
write. Why does the professor feel this to
be necessary?
Well, frankly, because he
knows that the student has not been given an
adequate training in straight-thinking and clearwriting in his undergraduate days.
This is the central flaw
in our higher,
liberal education today, and educators all over
(Continued on page 20)
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the union are practically panic-stricken about
it. Naturally, I am not going to tell you the
solution, partly because I don't know it, and
partly because you and I have other fish to
fry. I am certainly not going to tell you that
we have the solution at Kenyon. I will simply
say that at Kenyon the faculty is intensely
aware of the problem and thinks that it has
a set of conditions which make a solution
relatively less impossible than is the case at
many institutions. I do not think that I am
talking out of turn if I add that the graduate
schools of the country, including the medical,
law, business, and engineering schools, seem
to think that we at Kenyon make a fairly
reasonable approximation towards a solution
of the great problem.
III.
What we try to do is to provide the challenge
and the opportunity of a tough liberal education
on conservative lines. If you are interested
in "experimental" or "progressive" education,
Kenyon has nothing to offer you. We believe
that the way to a good education is fairly
hard: that it involves a lot of reading and
writing and being criticized. We believe that
most of the things worth knowing do not
come easily; we believe, for example, that very
few human beings are capable of enjoying
reading Plato or Shakespeare or Freud or the
New York Times without a little help; but
we believe that an educated man must reach
the point at which he can enjoy these things,
and we think it our business to cultivate these
tastes. If a young man shows that he wants
to be educated, we presume that he wants to
be compelled to learn how to think and read
about difficult things.
We believe, also, that thinking clearly and
writing lucidly are not faculties that come
"naturally" to most men. On the contrary,
most men (and I include myself) prefer to
think carelessly and easily; they dislike having
their pet prejudices and emotional assumptions
challenged. Similarly, most men hate having
to write their opinions down carefully, logi
cally, and accurately; it is so much easier just
to jot down a few rough approximations in
any kind of order; and it is so very much
easier not to have to worry about whether
what you have written down really means, to
another person, what it means to you. And
yet, somehow, if civilization is to go on, a
great many men and women in each generation
have to overcome their "natural" slipshod ways
of thinking and writing; and, as far as I can
see, the only way of ensuring this is by the
harsh methods of the traditional liberal edu
cation; that is, by making the student write
about difficult things, and by pointing out to
him such minor details as the following:
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1. That he is basing his whole argument
on an unconscious but unproved prime assump
tion, with the result that everything he says
is meaningless to someone who does not have
the same basic assumption;
2. That he states his conclusion without
ever proving it;
3. That he contradicts himself and does not
realize that he has done so;
4. That he is using the wrong word to
express his meaning;
5. That his sentences are crude, indigestible,
or ambiguous;
6. That he has left out certain vital con
siderations.
Does this all sound absurdly obvious? I
assure you that, no matter how obvious, it
is a very big task, for which four years often
seem all too short. You will notice that what
I have been talking about is method, not
content, in education, and this, I believe, has
always been the first
concern of the liberal
education, which is based on the presumption
that once a man has learned to study and think
carefully about any great field
of human
intellectual endeavor he is fitted to study and
think for himself in most fields
of human
endeavor. This is not, of course, absolutely
true; for a man may be a good student of
history while unable to master mathematics,
but even so the good historian will have more
in common with the good mathematician than
either will have with a man who has never
learned the discipline and the beauty of careful
thinking in any field.
Do not think that we despise the content of
education at Kenyon, however. On the con
trary, you will find that the method of study
is always taught at Kenyon through the great
conventional courses.
You will find,
also,
that it is impossible to major in any field at
Kenyon without having achieved a thorough
grounding in the basic facts and literature of
that field.
(I once, by the way, met a young
lady who had obtained her B.A. in English
literature at a progressive college, and I dis
covered, during the course of our conversation,
that she had not read a single play by Shakes
peare. She had never felt attracted to Shakes
peare, she remarked. I don't suppose she ever
will feel attracted to him, somehow. The
English department at Kenyon is conducted
on slightly less subjective principles.)
Yes, we do pay attention to the content of
education, but we still consider that the
quality of education is not measured by the
number and variety of courses offered. The
criticism often levelled at small colleges—that
they do not offer so wide a range of choice of
courses as the great universities—is fallacious.
Occasionally, it is true, one finds a brilliant
undergraduate who wants particularly to study
some very specialized branch of one of the
great fields
of learning. Such a man may

indeed find
what he wants at a university.
However, it is always possible that he would
be well advised to postpone such specialization
until his postgraduate studies, and, in any case,
at Kenyon we cater for such demand by
actually requiring our honors students in most
departments to write a special thesis of about
a hundred pages in their senior year on some
topic reaching beyond or deeper than our
course-offerings. Such theses are directed per
sonally and individually by a member of the
faculty. In my own department, for example,
in recent years we have had theses on topics
such as "The Right to Freedom of Speech and
Publication in America," "The Record of the
Truman Supreme Court," "The International
Declaration of Human Rights," "The Genesis
and Development of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization," "The Control of Administrative
Discretion," and so on. Frankly, I think a
student gets more out of such a personal in
vestigation of a topic dear to his heart than he
would from a course of lectures delivered
on a similar highly specialized subject. And,
I repeat, it is very doubtful whether the liberal
education for the undergraduate calls for such
courses of lectures.
I have, I hope, given you some slight idea
of the way we work and the things we try
to achieve at Kenyon. You will notice that
what I have described is a slow and intensive
process; you will notice, too, that one cannot
discuss this process in terms of neat systems
or the fashionable jargon of the recent revival
of liberal education. The world was never yet
improved by the invention of a new "system"
or a new vocabulary, but it has been kept going
by steady, unremitting application to the job
and by the devotion and enthusiasm of men
who have thought that their jobs were worth
doing well. How important this latter point
is in our times!
If I may recur, for an
illustration of what I mean, to the question of
learning how to write and think clearly, I
should like to confess to you that one of the
hardest things to teach a young man is pride
in his own work. There is a strong impulse
in us all towards doing the mere minimum,
and yet, until a student rewrites and rereads
his own productions in order to make them
as nearly perfect as possible, he has not begun
to be educated in a serious sense of the word.
I suppose that the really triumphant moment
occurs when he begins to enjoy doing a firstclass piece of work; the test of whether he is
writing well, for example, will be whether he
gets critical pleasure from reading over his
own statements and arguments. To reach that
stage of education is to have learned that the
maximum not the minimum is the aim in all
serious human effort.
How does a man learn this lesson?
Again,
there is no infallible recipe, but I think that
(Continued on page 21)
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one vital factor at college, as in the home and
in the workshop, is the example set by others.
If you have a faculty in which a passionate
enthusiasm for scholarship, knowledge, and
good workmanship predominates, you will have
the strongest possible incentive towards max
imum effort among the students. Actually,
most men who enter the teaching profession
are inspired by this kind of enthusiasm; and
at Kenyon, I fancy, we have as good a
selection of such men as you will find anywhere.
Without such devoted men, a college becomes
an empty shell, a honeyless beehive.
IV.
There are many more ideas which I should
like to discuss with you, and which I ought
to discuss, unashamedly, because ideas are so
much more important than facts. On the other
hand, ideas without facts to support them are
like rungs without a ladder, so I must turn
to tell you a few facts about Kenyon to support
my statement of principles. I shall no doubt
leave many questions unanswered, but I shall
be glad to try to deal with them when you
put them later on.
Let me begin by telling you who may come
to Kenyon—warning you, if you like—that
you will find the critical, disciplined, hard ap
proach to learning in all our departments,
whether you "major" in English, physics,
chemistry, psychology, classics, modern langu
ages or any other field.
You will find, too, that
if you have the stamina and courage to go
through with this process, you will gain a
sense of self-confidence and a sense, too, of
humility, that will be of enormous value to you
in this tough, competitive country in a tough,
competitive world. This is education for a
life of courage and endurance, not for an
easy Utopia.
Is there any way of proving this? Well,
there are a few bits of evidence. For example,
the graduate schools appear to be happy to
accept the grades and recommendations of
Kenyon without question; it is no small thing
that about forty percent of our graduates go
on to graduate school, many of them with
scholarships. It is not a small thing, in a
small college, that during the past three years
fourteen of our graduates have received Fulbright awards for study abroad. It is a com
forting thing when external examiners of our
honors students tell us that some of them are
already up to the standard of candidates for
M.A. degrees.
It is flattering,
too, when
businessmen in search of talent tell our place
ment department that Kenyon men in general
are of as high a quality as they ever meet in
their visits to colleges.
I could go on, but I dislike what I am doing
so intensely that I'll move to another approach.
I said, earlier on, that Kenyon was not an
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experimental institution; by which I meant that
we do not treat our students as guinea pigs
on which to test some new-fangled educational
notion. But I would not have you imagine
that we are not alert to new possibilities. On
the contrary, at this very moment Kenyon is
trying a number of new lines of development.
During the past year we have acquired an
Air Force R.O.T.C., and have modified the con
ventional system of instruction slightly: the
results so far appear to be promising. Re
cently, too, we have entered into the "Affiliated
College Program," which enables students to
take three years of liberal arts education at
Kenyon, and then to transfer to one of the
great technological institutions. Case Institute,
Rensselaer, and the Carnegie Institute of Tech
nology all accept our students on this principle;
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, al
though not formally within the scheme, also
accepts our students after three years of liberal
education. Our pre-medical training has long
been held in high estimation by the medical
schools; and although we have no specific
"pre-legal" training (which, by the way, the
law schools dislike) our graduates seem to
get on excellently at the law schools.
Other projects in hand at Kenyon include
the investigation of what is called "Admission
with Advanced Standing."
This is an at
tempt to give the outstanding high schools and
their students a chance to eliminate the fresh
man year at college; for in the case of a
student who is really well prepared the fresh
man year is sometimes a needless waste of
time during which the poorly prepared fresh
men are pushed and pulled up to his level.
You can imagine what an immensely valuable
innovation it will be if we can bring this
time-saving invention, which will be a great
boon to the good student and a real reward to
the good high schools, into operation. I should
like to mention, also, a little scheme which
we are trying to work out to help our students
to take the foreign service entrance examina
tions immediately after graduating.
It has
been generally assumed that in order to enter
the foreign service a young man needs to take
a semester or two of intensive postgraduate
cramming, but we feel that this is an insulting
comment on the liberal education and we hope
to have a system of guidance next year which
will direct, from his freshman year onwards,
the student who is interested in the foreign
service. The foreign service examiners say
they do not want specialists, but broadly-edu
cated, intelligent young men with a good
command of their own and at least one foreign
language. We happen to think that Kenyon
turns out such young men, and we are going
ahead on that assumption.
I must stop at this point, even though I have
not touched on the religious side of our college
life, or on Bexley Hall, the theological semina

ry which is our own graduate school. I realize,
too, that I have not talked of the advantages
and disadvantages of Kenyon's rural situation,
or of its being a school for men only. Nor
have I talked about the relative freedom and
responsibility of the students on the campus.
I have, as I promised, stuck very close to the
serious challenges of the liberal education and
the manner in which we try to meet them at
Kenyon. I hope that I have made you aware
of the magnitude of the problem, and I hope
that I have been able to let you see that,
although we don't achieve a perfect solution,
we are acutely aware of what we must try to do,
and that sometimes we very nearly actually do it.

PHILO AND NUPI
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oh jet d'art from him to them. That had un
doubtedly been sealed within the attic, like
the victim in Poe's Cask of Amontillado, to be
forever lost; and so, I think, had the trunk.
But wisest fate said no; and there we were
with all those papers. We Philomathesians
made feeble passes at them. Years later Dr.
Ashford weeded out most of the Nu Pi Kappa
stuff from sullying contact with Philo; but on
the whole, the papers kicked around the library
in disarray until I finally classified everything
that summer.
This experience was a rich bath in Kenyon
tradition, and, indeed, in human nature. The
whole collection includes minutes from 1827
to 1899, correspondence from 1831, consti
tutions, library records, many letters from
famous men (e.g., Prince Albert) accepting
honorary membership, and a series of diplo
matic communications and quarrels between
Philomathesian and Nu Pi Kappa that extends
from the secession of Nu Pi Kappa from Philo
in 1832 to a refusal by Nu Pi Kappa to give
up Philo's seal—this refusal of lawful restitu
tion being signed for the Nu Pi Kappa society,
in 1946, by Stuart R. McGowan.
Sprinkled through these faded papers are
the undergraduate pencilled signatures of men
who later made their mark: not only Hayes
and Stanton, but E. H. Davis, pioneer explorer
of Indian mounds, Guy M. Bryan, who became
a senator from Texas, Stanley Matthews of the
Senate and Supreme Court and David Davis,
Lincoln's campaign manager. Yet they were
not famous men when they wrote these papers.
They were hardly more than boys; and there
is sheer delight sometimes in the way in which
their real immaturity breaks through the nine
teenth-century formality with which they tried
so hard to imitate their elders. It would not
do, though, to laugh in a superior way at
their solemnities, for one is confronted in these
papers with the images of young men who
(Continued on page 22)
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had certainly come to college for an education
and not merely for a diploma, and who worked
with a zeal that we others cannot afford to
laugh at.
With no intention, then, of belittling, but
rather of enjoying the ripe flavor of Kenyon's
past generations, I should like now to offer
you, largely in their own words, the record
of some of the things that these old literary
societies did: particularly what Philo had to
say to Nupi, and what Nupi said back again
to Philo.
On the inside cover of the first
book of
minutes of Philomathesian are the scribbled
notations in ink: "Worthington, May 10th,
1827." "Gambier, May 10th, 1828," and in
pencil: "Incorporated in 30-1." These dates
are borne out by page 1, headed "May and
June, 1827." Here we read of a "respectable
meeting of the students of Kenyon College,
assembled in the Recitation Room on Thurs
day, May 10th, 1827, for the purpose of
forming a Society." This was the beginning
of Philomathesian at Worthington, while
Bishop Chase and his college were waiting for
roof-trees to receive them in budding Gambier.
There, we are told, the first meeting was held
on July 11, 1828. A society library was com
menced, and in 1834 had a catalogue of 923
volumes—the seed germ of Kenyon Library.
But now came dissension, in the College
as in the nation, and with it the birth of
another society. Neff's History of Philomathe
sian (1853) says: "During the year 1832 sec
tional differences sprang up and [became]
extremely unpleasant. The number of students
from northern and southern states was nearly
equal, and a constant struggle for predominance
was maintained. No one was admitted to
membership who would not unequivocally
'define his position,' and a system of 'pairing'
was observed. . . . Contentions and difficulties
increased until . . . separation was determined
upon and effected."
The Philo records contain two torn, pencilled
papers, one dated and the other endorsed with
the date June 23, 1832. Both are addressed
to Mr. James Denison, who was president of
Philo. The one, signed by eleven men, nearly
all from southern states, declares:
"Sir
We the undersigned hereby resign our mem
bership of the Philomathesian Society."
The other, with a gaping hole in its middle,
can be seen nevertheless to say essentially the
same thing. It is signed by A. T. Bowie of
Prince George's County, Md. When the faculty
gave these seceding Southerners permission to
establish a second society, it was Bowie who
tossed a coin with S. A. Bronson, later presi
dent of Kenyon College, for the name Philo
mathesian. Bowie lost and the younger society
was called Nu Pi Kappa.
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Then began an interesting relationship. Here
were hot-blooded young men from North and
South whose fathers were themselves slowly
bubbling with the passions that boiled over in
1861. Both societies obviously were trying to
be friendly and certainly to be gentlemanly.
There are courteous exchanges of gifts and
thanks ("beg leave to present you one hundred
and forty copies of Mr. Goddard's address"
and "your valuable present and polite note").
There are formal agreements which bespeak
fundamental disagreement, like this of 1836:
"That the Philomathesian Society should take
all students coming from the North or nonslaveholding states," or again in 1840: "We
. . . have been appointed to inquire whether
'the Philomathesian Society consider themselves
a Northern and the Nu Pi Kappa Society as a
Southern Society distinctively.' " There was
even the notable courtesy in 1840 by which ten
members of Philomathesian resigned and joined
Nu Pi Kappa in order to preserve that society
from extinction in a bad year, a courtesy
thus thanked:
"Kind, noble, self-sacrificing generosity . . .
our lasting gratitude and unqualified admir
ation." This signed by future senator Guy M.
Bryan. Rutherford B. Hayes, it may be re
marked, remained with Philomathesian. He
was a junior that fall.
This is an agreeable picture of polite be
havior. But we must not think that because
these young gentlemen were trying to write
like James Fenimore Cooper they were at all
lacking in adolescent hot-headaches.
They
merely tried to carry off their periodic quarrels
with the savoir-faire of cultured men of the
world. The results are not without interest.
In 1839, for example, Philomathesian sug
gested politely to Nu Pi Kappa that an ora
torical and literary contest should be held
between freshmen of the two societies. They
were answered as follows (I abridge some
what ):
"The present committee . . . decline. . . .
They believe that neither good feeling be
tween the two societies, nor . . . their literary
interests, will be promoted by the contest pro
posed. Because it must appear obvious . . .
how naturally the 'contest' proposed would
lead to contests of another Character, and
destroy the mutual good feelings . . . that
should always exist between members of the
same institution." Besides, they add rather
patronizingly, "to promote mutual improvement
and noble emulation and not to provoke in
vidious comparison is the proper business of
literary societies."
The extreme touchiness of relations is per
haps best illustrated by an angry exchange of
notes in 1848 over Philo's election to member
ship of a Bexley student. According to Nu Pi
Kappa this election violated the rigid intersociety agreement regulating the even division
of students between the two. According to

Philomathesian, Bexley students were outside
the regulations. Here is a blow-by-blow sum
mary of the battle, taken first from the report of
July 26, 1848, of Nu Pi Kappa's Committee on
Division. My quotations are abridges; and the
numbers mentioned are correspondence attached
to the report.
"The joint committee having made several
unsuccessful attempts to settle the question
. . . the following written opinion was
presented by our committee (Insert No. 1).
After many irrelevant remarks one of their
committee conceived that the words 'irregular
and unprecedented' were harsh and unfair, but
no one of them presumed to question the truth
of the statement. . . . Upon the next meeting
. . . our society struck out all the latter
clause so as to read (Insert No. 2). . . . After
one day . . . the following was handed us
(Insert No. 3). On March 24th ... the
following note was sent to their committee
(Insert No. 4). In answer to which we re
ceived the following (Insert No. 5). In order
to avoid any imputation of rashness . . .
the following letter was transmitted to the
Philomathesian Society (Insert No. 6). In
reply to which we received the following
(Insert No. 7). At the next meeting . . . the
following ... in reply (Insert No. 8)."
To this bare summary I should like to add
excerpts from the climactic documents, No. 7
and No. 8.
On May 4, 1848, Philomathesian wrote to
Nu Pi Kappa concerning Mr. Smith's mem
bership:
"Not a little puzzled ... we recognized . . .
the binding obligation of the 'Division Laws'
. . . but we think you did not regard it as a
case subject to their provisions. The only
other ground for protest is that Mr. Smith was
entirely excluded from either Society by the
'Division Laws' [but] they do not contain a
single word as to who shall or who shall not
enter the societies. . . .
But turning to
our own constitution, which was framed be
fore your Society had an existence we find that
it has always, etc., etc. You left us no alter
native than to maintain our just rights by
independent action.
Thus leaving you to
expound the laws as you may see proper and
to take whichever view of them you please, we
can maintain our consistency.
"Yours respectfully,
C. S. Doolittle
R. S. French
W. H. Scott."
To this irritating bit of patronage Nu Pi
Kappa replied on May 10:
"We have received your by no means modest
letter of the 4th. . . . We consider your
action as illegal, unprecedented, and unbecom
ing a literary Society. [Your] argument we
consider irrelevant. . . . But even here we
{Continued on page 23)
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could meet you, and the boasted antiquity of
your constitution would avail but little. . . .
That your action is unprecedented you your
selves admit. That it is unbecoming a literary
Society is manifest [from] your proceedings.
They have been carried on not in that open
and frank way which should Characterize . . .
such a body, but by continual craft and over
bearing. Your aim seems to have been not
truth but interest, not compromise but com
pulsion. Our desire has been and still is to
preserve . . . harmony and mutual good feeling
. ... By this action to deprive us of our
rights, you seem to have assumed to yourself
a dictatorial power. ... In view of these
considerations we can but deem that . . .
the mutual Division regulations heretofore
existing between us have been broken, and the
relations arising from them dissolved.
"Yours, etc.
Jno. W. F. Foster
Martin Andrews
Abner Starkey."
One can almost hear the guns at Ft. Sumter.
Relations staggered on, however.
When
Ascension Hall was built, the alumni of both
societies contributed to the furnishing of the
society halls on the second and third floors.
The choice of halls was regulated by detailed
treaty, from which I quote:
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"We . . . do hereby agree to decide by lot,
which society shall occupy the upper, and which
the lower room.
"We do also agree that whichever society
obtains the upper room, that society shall . . .
place whatever amount of carpeting or matting
. . . may [avoid] annoyance to the society
below, and that each society shall use every
means in its power to prevent any annoyance."
I might add the following evidence regarding
annoyance of one society by the other. Nu Pi
Kappa did not carpet its hall, at least not
before Philo had sent a note of protest. In
my own days one of our Philo meetings ad
journed to repel an attack by Nupi which
began with snowballs through our windows.
Finally, I recall that when Nu Pi Kappa could
sometimes not assemble more than three or
four members for a meeting, they would go
noisily up past Philo's door on the old wooden
staircase, then tiptoe down, and go noisily up
again. After several repetitions they would
then send down to Philo and ask for some
extra chairs.
Of course, by the 20th Century, the rivalry
was a mere tradition. The real fires
went
out in 1861.
After that there were no
more Southern students for a long time, and
very few students at all. The literary societies
were never the same. Not merely the war, but
changing times made them superfluous. They
lingered into the 1940's; perhaps they may
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revive again if only some useful function can
be found for them. Perhaps they are to beonly a memory and a tradition.
If so, it is a worthy tradition. As at many
American colleges, so here at Kenyon much of
our best growth came through Philomathesian
and Nu Pi Kappa. They provided the social
hubs of student life. They provided the first
libraries. It was through their fumbling at
tempts that the Collegian was founded. And
they kept alive an enviable interest in intellec
tual things. I believe that they also taught some
of their members—perhaps by their very quar
rels—tolerance and justice.
Recently I was in Lexington, Va., in the
home of the Rev. Thomas Barrett, lately of
Kenyon. There a member of the Washington
and Lee faculty told me that during the Civil
War the Federal army burnt about half of
their college buildings. The soldiers were also
going to burn the Franklin Literary Society,
with most of the college books. But when
the ladies of the town interceded, an officer
issued an order to spare the hall.
"A Lieutenant Hayes of Ohio," said the
professor.
"You don't mean Rutherford Burchard
Hayes?" asked Mr. Barrett.
"That's the man—the future president."
"And a member of Philomathesian at Ken
yon," I added.
Perhaps Hayes learned his lesson from the
quarrels of Philomathesian and Nu Pi Kappa.
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The ski-tow's in place, strung from a tree at the base of the hill to another at the summit. The
skiers are still in place, too—but give them time and they may join the tow in the trees. The photo
graph is of some members of Kenyon's Skiing Club, and was made on the side of a hill west of the
campus where the club practices open-slope and trail skiing.

